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LETTER I. 



IJITRODUCTORY REMARKS; ON THE SPIRIT 
AND TEMPER OF BURKE's LETTERS ON THE 
PROSPECT OF A REGICIDE PEACE. 



np'HE tocfin of ariftocracjr founds once more-!- 
-■^ ^<t generalei^ beaten on the tortured hide 
of" old John Zifca,!' and the yell of perfecution 
rings through the haraffed country. Roufe from 
die couch of letharg;y, O iluggifli and infenfate. 
people ! (hake off the drowfy ftupor, which, creep- 
ing over the frozen nerve of mifery, at once 
foothes, and threatens with the fleep of death. If 
neither the blood of friends nor relatives, " poured 
" out like water" in this profligate crufade of the 
powerful and the wealthy, againft the poor and 
weak— of governments, and govemmeiit contrac- 
tors, againft theif oppreffed and plundered peo- 
ple* — If neither the facrifice of thoufands and 
tens of thoufands by the yellow peftilence, that 
high prieftefs to the Moloc of Weft Indiaii ava^ . 

* " It is in its fpirit, and for its objeft, a civil w<?r.**— Letters, 
.Rivington*s edit. p. 144. 
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rice, who immolates the flower of Britlfli youth, 
for the perpetuity of the African flave trade— If 
neither the wo#s, nor the infults you have en- 
dured, nor the perfecutions which have outraged 
all humanity, and made law a mockery y if nei- 
ther the burthens uiider Which you groan, nor the 
organized fyftem of monopoly (which thofe bur- 
thens have of neceffity produced) and which, 
worfc than a blighting mildew, hangs on the full 
ear of your vain profperity, counterafts the boun- 
ties of nature *, and, in fpite of an abundant har- 
veft, denies to the- craving feihily of . the artificer 
and. the peafant, tYenthein^^ive bkffing'^ of a 
plchteoits me»l— If neither of thefe, nor all accu- 
mulated together in one horrid mafs, can goad 
and urge you to the mdnly energies of reafon, and 
the decided {on«e oi ataf^riiatwe complaint— -If nei- 
ther the invocations nor the fufFerings of the in- 
trepid few, who, even in thefe bad times, dare to 
be the advocates of human rights, can warm ja)u 
to fyropathy, or roufe you to refleftion, yet, liften- 
aiwhile to the prophetic fury of the arch-enemy 
of your rights and freedom : perufc the portentous 
leaves he has thus; wildly fcattened, and think 

* BreaJ 9d, a quartern loaf, immediately after a moft abun- 
dant harveft: The caufc of "this evil, and the nature of the re- 
medy, will be difcufled iii the foUowirtg letters. 

f I Ihall Ihew hereafter, that, in the prefent (late of fociety, 
the labourer has a right to fomething more than meat, drink, 
fleep, and clothing, in return for his pi:odudive toil. 
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Upon the fetters that are ftill forging for you : At* 
tend, I fay, to the threats To liberally diftributed, 
ftamped as it were, with the cufrency of autho* 
rity, from the very mint of court confidence, and 
iflued by the penfioned hand of an hireling apof* 
tate, paid by the produce of ytmr labour to en- 
creafe your burthens, and d^ftroy your rights : and, 
when you have heard thefe dcHunciations, which 
in daring profligacy oytftrip conception, and almoft 
make us heretics againft our fenfe^, then (ink 
<Iown again> if ye can, into your wonted fupine* 
nefs, till the *f falutaiy, but critical terrors of the 
cautery and the knife *"~^he relumined fires of 
Smithfifeld, and the axe upon T6wer Hill, (hall 
awaken^ aiid warn y^ Hatt your hour is cou^. 

For myfelf, my heart bleeds, when i think 
of the abje£l condition to which the Q)irit of 
my devoted country is beaten down, when hire- 
ling plunderers, riotous paupers, dependant 
upon the purfe of extorted qharity (to fupport 
whofe wafteful luxury the labourer muft fweat, 
fo much liie more at his hard drudgery, and 
return at night to fo much the worfe ham- 
mock and the worfe meal) can dare to give 
public utterance to fuck fentiments as the(e pam«- 
phlets contain : Sentiments which outrage all hu- 

* Letters, p. 20« The whole paiTage from which this (en- 
teoce.is ^Doied} is ao a&cr*|hoygh^ It is not to be fouod ia 
Owen's edit. 
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inanity — which defy all fhame---which breathe 
the moft unqualified tyranny-^-excite to the' moft 
fanguinary perfecutions — ^tear afunder, with the 
utnioft violence, all communion and fympathy 
between the governing few and the governed 
multitude* — declare open, inveterate, irrecon- 
cileable war, on the part of the former, not only ^• 
againft the lives, properties, and liberties, but 
againft the opinions, feelings, inclinations of the 
latter — ^uphold the horrible doftrine of extermi- 
nating opinions, and enforcing creeds and cere- 
mptiies by the fwordf — ^threaten, with fome- 
' thing more than diftant hints, the abrogation of 
every provifion that ftands between the life of 
the patriot, and the vengeance of a corrupt and 
irritated court J, and denounce at once, a com- 

^ It has been the &fhion, in certain afTemblies, to rail 
againft the praftice of feparating the government from the 
nation, as a new-fangled Jacobinical artifice ; and Mr. B. is moft 
outrageous againft the French Dire6ior}r on this account : Yet 
he himfelf out-jacobinizes Jacobinifm in this way. There is, 
however, nothing new in it. The diftinftion is as old as hiftory, 
as every man of reading well knows. The moft revered and 
philofophical of the ancient hiftoriaas teach us by their fenti- 
ments, as well as their fa6ts, that when governments fet up 
an intereft oppofite to that of the people — the people are ne- 
ceffitated to feek an intereft in oppoiition to their govern- 
ments. 

f Thoughts, p. 63 to 68. — Owen's edit. Not in Rivington's. 

X Letters, p. 20. If I underfiand this ptflage, it is a prelude 
to the invafion of trial by jury. Sec furthefi p^ 53, 54, &;c. 

. puted 



( 5 ) 

^puted number of eighty thoufand people *, (ac- 
cording to the author's own account, the ftenji 
and flower of Britifli intellect) to the.pronq)t 
and deftroying fury pf ." a vigour beyond the 
law." ^1 

Yes, my heart bleeds to think that fuch men 
dare to utter fuch fentiments-r-for though I wifli 
not to flop the current of difcuffion, either by 
legal perfecutiop, or the fury of a mob, yet moft 
certainly I do wifti to uphold the falutary awe of 
popular opinion ; and, notwithftanding fome doc- 
trines of fuppofed treafons, propagated in the late 
never to be forgotten parliament, and retailed 
again (if retail it could be called) in the nine 
hour harangues of Adair, Sqott, and Mitford, I 
ihall venture to affirm, that in whatever country 
this falutary awe does not operate, not only up-. 
on the tools and dependants of government, but 
upon the government itfelf, e^en to its higheji heady 
there tyranny, in its efTence, is already eftablifhed, 
and liberty is but a name. 

- And, how is this falutary awe to be enforced? 
;By th^ manly energies of the people — ^by their ac- 
tive vigilance, in watching; the conduft of their go- 
vernors, and comparing it with the fentiments of 
their advocates and known retainers — ^by that in- 

* Letters. Compare p. 19 to 22, with p. 67, 68, and 71. 
t Ibid. p. 70 and 144. 
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tdfe£hial courage, which dares to gire utterance ttf 
whatever the heart feels ; and, above all, by thai ^^ 
ihirdy, reftlefs, jealous cxertiwi of the inalienable ;,r 
prerogative of reafon, which contends^ inch by ; ?(^^ 
inch, for the great charters of birth-right and na* > ; 
tore, and inftead of fhrinking, with panic terror, at / 
every triumph of iegal innovation, is roufed to 
firefh exertions by every retrenchment, and exer* 
cifes, with greater ardour, the rights which yet 
remain. Thefe are the means by which a bra\^ 
and enlightened people overawe their govempr^; 
and compel them to exercife a wary and modeft - . " 
caution, falutary to the nation at large, and ulti^ Jv 
mately beneficial to themfelves. Thefe art tte ; . . .^ 
true and genuine checks (rf" a free governnteht.; ' 
Without thefe, I repeat it, no government can be 
free. Different (hapes and modes of political in* 
ftitution, may give to thefe checks a different 
mode of operation — a better or a worfe-— -a more 
po'manent, or a more precarious organization ; 
but the principle is in the heart of the people ; 
and where this principle is aftive, monarchy* it^ 
fclf may be attempered with a degree of liberty j 

• By monarchy, the reader Is to remember, that I mean fome- 
riling very different from kingly power. The former means & 
goverament iy ^ne man^ who hdids his pcywer by fome fuppof^ 
or aifumed individual right : the latter is a delegated trufl, con- 
ferred by, and held for the acknowledged benefit of the fieafile. 
Where monarchy begins, kingfliip ends ; and the people who 
bajrgained for 'ft^king, are not bound to (ubmit to a monarch. 

without 
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without it, republics ar^ but 4efpotifms in vc^ikt^ 
querade. 

. How flaqds it in this country with refpe£t to 
this falutary chepk, grounded (as m the enfuing 
letters I {hall prove it to be) in the eflential rights 
of nature, and the very principles of political 
affociation? Does the government — does th? le- 
giflature — do the minifters, or even the hireling 
fcribblers of thofe minifters, feel and acknowledge 
this controlling awe ? No. The legiflature (the 
late legiflature) has ventured to call this over* 
awing influence of popular opinion high treafon ; 
the minifters have declared, in exprefs terms, that 
they lay taxes on our flioulders for the fupport o£ 
an immenfe troop of cavalry, to out-awe this awe, 
to deftroy this check, to fupprefs this opinion, to 
ram it, down our throats with the broad fword^ or 
drown it with the murderous roar of mufquetry ; 
while grey-headed, penfioned apoftates — ^the pur- 
chafed panders of official corruption, bewail the 
pretended " relaxation of all authority*," and 
call aloud for. laws of more fanguinary prompti- 
tude, and meafures of more coercive violence fy 
becaufe, " the crown," forfooth, cannot deftroy, 

* Letters, p. 19. 

+ " The fleadinefs of the phyfician is overpowered — Tlic 
doctor of the conftitution fhrinks from his own operation," &c. 
p. 20. The whole paflage is quoted and examined, p. 57 of 
this letter. 

at 
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at will, whomfoever it choofes to arraign, but 
** retiresfrom its courts ^ defeated and difgraced*" 
by the groundlefs profecutions with which its mi- 
nifters infult the juftice and the feelings of the na- 
tion. Could thefe things be— could we be thus dra- 
gooned and trampled upon — ^half gagged, and half 
bullied into fiience, if we were the men we have 
been ? — if we inherited the fpirit of thofe ancef- 
tors, over whofe honourable graves we ftalk, an 
abjeft and degraded progeny ? No, the evil is 
here. A greedy and unfocial felfiflmefs abforbs 
cur faculties. A bafe timidity bows our foliciting 
necks to the yoke : and a want of all kindnefs, 
all good faith, and all common juftice, to thofe 
who embark fairly in the common caufe, palfies 
every effort of patriotifm; and leaves the ifolated 
wretch, whofe defperate honefty ftill prompts him 
to contend with powerful ufurpation, more a 
prey to the malignant envy of thofe he endeavours 
to ferve, than the perfecuting violence of the clan' 
whofe corruption he has the hardihood to expofe. 
Thefe difpofitions have had more to do in prof- 
trating the hopes and liberties of the people, at 
the footftool of borough-mongering ufurpation, 
than all the proclamations and perfecutions of 
the laft five years, backed and fupported with 
new-fangled laws of treafon and fedition, the 

* Letters, p. 20. 
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formidaile legions of militaiy aflbciators, and all. 
the troops of fencible and yeomanry cavalry 
whieh inflate with fucli audacious confidence the 
MARAT of the Britijh cabinet. 

While thefe difpofitions remain, the caufe of 
liberty will be retrogade, the beggary and wretch- 
ednefs of the multitude will continually encreafe,- 
and the growing infolence of authorifed plunder 
will exult in /apparent omnipotence. In Ihortj 
while each man continues to care for no one but 
himfelf, all will be trampled and opprefled ; and ^ 
while the friends of liberty, unaflbciated, and un- 
endeared to each other*, inftead of confidering 
themfelves as one common family, cherifli their 
private jealoufies, and forget their common inte- 
refts, fo long will freih proje£ts of ufurpation be 
formed and executed with impunity, and man- 
kind be treated like a herd of cattle. But 
wjien the people, recovered from their panic, and 
roufed from their infenfibility, fhall be perfuaded 
to compare their Acuities with their condition — \^ 

^ It is really lamentable to recoiled how large a portion of 
thofc who have been perfecutcd for their attachment to the 
public caufe, have either been driven to America for breads 
or are pining for want of it at home. Ariftocrats will not 
employ the men whom they have injured, and democrats neg« 
left the veterans who have ferved them. - Every patriot, thus 
abandoned to ruiU) is a feather plucked from the wing of 
Freedom. 

C the 
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the fituation in which they are — and that in 
which they have a right to be — when no longer 
the dupes of their own miftaken felfilhnefs, they 
fliall feel and acknowledge the importance of a 
perfevering fortitude, and (yielding to that ftrong 
fenfe of general neceffity, which annihilates, or at 
leaft fufpends, the petty fafilions of jealoufy and 
envy) with a generous confidence and unanimity 
fliall refolve to demand their rights ; then fhall 
the golden vifions of corruption fade away, and 
the dark mifts of hovering defpotifm flee before 
the rifing fun of Britifh freedom. Then fliall the 
hireling Burke, with the whole clan of penfioned 
fcribblers, inftead of yelping thus audacioufly for 
the blood of their fellow citizens, bow, with be* ^ 
coming awe, to the tribunal of popular opinion, 
and learn to refpeft the rights and the feelings, 
not only of " four hundred thoufand political ci-^ 
** tizens*," but of feven millions of enlightened 
Britons, all confcious of their natural and civil 
equality ; all aflerting their equal fliare in the 
common inheritance oi rights y and producing** (in 
** their perfons) their title deeds f/* 

In the meantime, let us hope that this new out- 
rage upon the rights, and feelings, and fecurity 

• * Letters, p. 67. 
f Paints Firft Prtnci^tes of GovernmenL^^lnXxin^ic^Wv the 
jnoil valuable of all his productions. 
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of mankind, will not be without its influence in 
' producing the defired efFeft : for, if ever whole- 
fale denunciations could infpire a fenfe of com- 
mon danger — ^and, if ever a fenfe of common 
danger had the power of knitting men together 
in the firm links of unanimity and common inte- 
reft, furely thefe pamphlets contain fufficient 
warning, that we muft be no longer fupine, felfifh, 
and divided — ^unlefs, indeed, we mean to be re- 
duced to the dreadful alternative of either abaur 
doning, for ever, all difcuflion of our rights — all 
hope of improving our miferable condition — all 
oppofltion to the meafures of government, however 
corrupt and tyrannical they may become, or of 
refigning to profcription, legalized maffacre, or 
hired aflaffination, an acknowledged fifth — per- 
haps a third — perhaps ;iipre than half of the well 
informed, reflefiling, reafoning, and, what is arif- 
tocratically called, refpeSlable part of the commu- 
nitv. 

This, I fay, is the plain alternative, laid down 
by Mr, Burke. But I fliall not, according to his 
faihion, fatisfy myfelf with aflertion. I fhall pro- 
ceed to proof. 

Mr. B. I (hould premife, i^ a very defultory, 
and excentric writer. His combuftible imagi- 
nation fumes, and boils, and burfts away, like 
the lava from a volcano (as bright, ahcl *as 
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deftruftive) in a thoufand different direftions; ap* 
parently without art or defign. Order and ar-r 
rangement appear to be entirely defpifed ; pror 
portion of parts is exprefsiy laid down, in his 
only elementary work*, to be no ingredient of 
the beautiful ; and his political publications may 
be regarded as illuftrations of this curious docr 
trine. Tropes, fentiments, and propofitions, are 
every now and then ftarting up, one knows not 
why, or whence, or wherefore. 

I •* The things, 'tis true, ^re coftty^ rich, and we : 
•* But wonder how the devil tliey got there ! " 

Every metaphor becomes an allegory ; every 
cmbellifliment a digreffion ; and every digreffion 
a voluminous ppifode. But the reader, who,, on 
this account, ftiould calculate upon the artleflheft 
of Mr. Burke's mind, would do nocredit to his own 
penetration. " If this be madnefs, there is me? 
f* thod in't.'- In this excurfive frenzy of compo? 
fition, there is much deep defign and infidious 
policy. He not only writes with a two-fold obr 
jeft — but his objefts are in diametrical oppofiT 
tion to each other. It is his intention at once to 
inflxuft and to confufe. Ev«n in that fmall pro- 
portion of the people of Britain whom he calls 

♦ Treatife on the Subliinc and Beautiful, part III. fcft. 
^ 3, 4, and 5. 
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** the Britifli public," there is a ftill fmaller fub- 
divifion (men of complete leifure, and o( trained 
political education) whom he regards as the 
initiated few, and who, of courfe, may be expeS^ 
ed to catch up, and put together, many of the 
ioofe disjointed hints, fcattered here and there, 
with fuch ftudied careleffnefs as to efcape the 
obfervation of thofe who "read as they run." 
Hence, if we want to know the whole meaning, 
and real objeft of this matter of political contra- 
verfy, inftead of following him through the regu- 
lar fucceffibn of pages and paragraphs, we muft 
feek for the leading traits and pofitions of his 
work, and then, putting together the disjointed 
parts of the fyllogifm fo artfully divided, we 
muft extract the enveloped conclufion for our- 
felves. 

Having fumiflied the reader with this clue, let 
him turn to the Letters y^ p. 66 to 71, or the 
^' Thoughts;^ p. 16 to 21, then to the" TAwgAts/' 
p. 63 to 68, and to the " Letters, p. igto 23, and 
he will find the dilemma I have ftated to be very 
fully unfolded : that is to fay, he will find the 
penfioner of an adminiftration, which has been 
in the conftant praflice of preparing the minds 
of a certain clafs, by means of the pamphlets 
and paragraphs of their hirelings, for the promul- 
gation of every pre-concerted fcheme of tyranny 

and 



and ufvirpatioii— he will find this penfioned pan- 
der — this grey-headed procurator of profcrjlption 
and blood, ferioufly recommending, by the '^ fe- 
" vere" and " unflirinking operation'* of feme 
new means of perfecution and ^^ forced' the utter 
extermination of every fentiment of reform — or, 
as he very accurately, though infidioufly, calls it, 
change*. 

In the firft of thofe paffages above referred to^ 
Mr. 3. after obferving that, " it cannot be con- 
** celled, we are a divided people," proceeds ^* to 
** compute, and to clafs thofe, who, in any poliih 
*^ cal view, are to be called the people." — " In 
^ England and Scotland," fays he,*' I compute that 
" thofe of adult age, not declining in. life, of /o- 
*^ lerabk leifure for fuch difcuffions, and oi fome 
" means of information^ more or lefs, and who are 
•* above menial dependence, (or what is virtually 
** f0ch) may amount to about /t>«r hundred thou* 
^yfand:^' ( Letters '\, p, 66) to which, in his ori^ 
ginal Thoughts J, he had added — *' In this num- 
*' ber / include the w&men who take a concern in 
" thefe tranfaftions, who cannot exceed twenty 
" thoufand." And thus did this preu^: chevalier, 
though fo furious an antagonift of the Rig^s 
of Man, in an unguarded, perhaps a tender hour, 

* See p. 44 of this Letter. f Rivington's edit. 

:} Owen's edit. p. r;. 
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confefs himfelf a profelyte to the rights of woman. 
And this, fays he — this petty fraftion of the po- 
pulation of England and Scotland — thefe four 
hundred thc^ufand males ai^ females, who alone, 
of all the three or four millions of adults, by 
whom this ifland is peopled, have leifure for 
difcuflion, or the means of any degree of infor- 
mation — *^ TAis is the Britifi public /''—this is the 
** iwr«nz/reprefentative of the people !" 

O infulted and degraded Nature! — O awful 
aggregate of exiftence ! how is thy venerable 
name blafphemed, by thefe pious, canting, jugg- 
ling politicians ! By what right, by what omnipo- 
tent power, by what uncreating, and re-creating 
authority, does this bafe renegade doom to politi- 
cal annihilation nine-tenths of the adult inhabitants 
of a nation? Where are the fate-commanding 
locks of this painted Jupiter, that thus he thinks 
to nod ^way the exiftence of millions ? — Where 
are his thunder-bolts and his lightnings ? — But I 
had forgot : the lightnings and the thunderbolts 
are all prepared. Windham (the armed progeny 
of his prolific brain) keeps the key of the dread 
arfenal ; and if he does but turn the mafly lock, 
the thunders roar, the conflagration fpreads, the 
heavy clouds bear death and defolation on their 
wings, and the million trembles and obeys. But 
waving thefe thundering arguments (and 1 truft 

that 
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tliat tlic time is not diftant when fhe cdhdu^drisr 
of reafon will difarm them of their terrors, and 
the teripefts of minifterial fury rage innoxious !) 
opon what foundation do thcfe cakulstors take 
a tenth for the whole, andcill four hundred thou- 
fand (men and women) " the public of Britain ?" 
Why, truly-Tthe reafon is even more profligate 
than the affertion itfelfl — ^becaufe of our whole 
population not more than a tenth-part have 
either the /eifure, or the means for any degree of 
*^ information, more or lefs !" And is thig your 
boafted ftate of civilization and refinement ? — Is^ 
this the wealth, grandeur, profperity, and flou- 
rifhing condition of the country ? — Is this good 
order ?-^Is this governrnent (or is it grinding and 
murderous oppreffion) which dooms the mafs of 
mankind to inceflant toil, and comfortlefsaflSduity, 
'and afligns the leifure, and the means of any de-* 
gree of information or difcuffion, to a tenth-part 
only of the inhabitants ? And, even of this tenths 
how large a portion are to be ranked, not 
among the promoters, but the deflroyers of the 
profperity fo much vaunted: — ^not anoong the 
produftive labourers, but am6ng the caterpillars 
and locufts, the blights and mildews of fecial 
induftry ! — the placemen and the penfioners ; the 
Burkes and the Reeveses — ^unprincipled fo- 
phifta hired with prodigal portions of the general 

plunder. 
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plunder, to iabufe, calumniafe, and deftroy fee 
^^pr wretches whom this plunder reduces to 
ft arving beggary. . - ^ 1 

Are thefe the inftitutions wbfch Mr* ft. wilhek 
to fupportl Are thefe the perfect models of foJ- 
bial. jurifprudence which k is fetefphemy to ap^- 
proach with the unhallowed- ^figer^f Innova- 
tion: or refoTm 2 Are th^fe ^fe^^' ^^^) *h^ 
regular apd orderly fabrics oiPnSie ^nci^jit legilfr 
mate 'f govemjnent of fttftes,^ whofe plans an4 
materials ^ere:"d*awn^fito!rf4he old Germattk 
^^ OT Gothic cuflumary */* ^Mid of which thc& 
fttmoui afchiteQs^ ** the civlfian^, the jurilfls, and 
^^ the publicite/? have give* us fuch flattering 
tirr^^'its, ground plots and elevations ? If they 
ar«, perifli, I fay, fucb temples of oppreflioh 
land injuftice ! Away with your idle jargon of vtf- 
^^<i^/f. antiquity :-— that awful, but end-earing epi- 
thet, belongs not, Mr. Btfrksy to grey hairs alone. 
Away with your pompous boafts of graoe^ beauty, 
^nd fiiblimity, of fwellihg proportions, and po- 
liflied fymm^try. If fuch are theeflfefts of thefe 
fabrics, they are hatfeful and accurftid 5 and, though 
crownefd" with' '♦ Corinthian capitals,'* though 
hung with afitique trophies- of renown, and adorh^ 
cd with oiFerings of ancient aiid modern 'piety, 
they ^uft perilh ; they ought to perifli ; and they 

f Letters, p. I to. Thoughtft^ p. 49. 
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fwill;/ /iTheyram , Augean ftaWes that muft b^ 
deanfedlrjiTheyrate Baftilles of intellefit, which 
muft be deftroyed. They are infulting maufo-i 
leuriisof b\arte(ii['jiigbt5ij''ai!id lire ready to totter 
fijomthfejfc Imk -> .'for jthe jday .of the refurreftion is 
WW at harid';>J!id .^f thQvail of the templq (hall 
/f bt:l^nil<in:t^.i5' !!;/... 
' :But:n0^,Mr, jB.^uJaarfc a flandiercr of the inftii- 
tSutiojasTfycHir pret^ii.itQ ifopl^^ \Thing8 are not 
Ijret fo b&fl 8t$'.}?QU fi^prfrffent them j though if you 
Mt/d yf>U]ry ^Onfed^r^tesrwere fuflfered to proceed 
litjfPUt iafi;^Tio.as[iC94feex, there lis no knowing how 
fppA ^^ might l^k;gvefn to a fti|l lower ftate of de- 
pi^k^tiiifx. Xhe^flu^aber of thofe, ^vvho Jfome how 
i>r ^pthpr,' find, or make,li\o meahs and c^ ^tig ^njy 
Ji0g of obtaining.yo;^^ degf-e^ of infofmatipn, is. not 
.y§t reduced to one in teii,. I,, indeed, affirm (and 
lihal} a,rgae the right hereafter) that V^^'tfry man, 
arid every wman,, ^nd "evety c/tV^y ought to obtj^in . 
fomethingjjnore^ iti.lthe general diftribution of the 
fruits of laj^our, than fpod, ai^ ^ rags,< and a 
wr^Jched hammock, with ? poor rug tp cover it : 
arid^ that witliq^^ \yorkJwg ; twplve,. or; ' fpufteen 
^urs a d^y, fix, days;:op!t of feven^,; frotn fix to 
igcty^'H-They haye ^, claim, a facred-and inviolar 
We^ ,cjaim, growing out of > tjiat fundamental 
maxim^ upon which alone a|l. property can be 
fupported, to fome comforts and enjoyments, in 
addition to the njecelferies.of life> and to fome 
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^ tolerable leifure for fuch' diicufBon, arid fome 
*' means of fuch information/'' as may lead to an 
tmderftahding of their rights ; withbtit which they 
caiv never linderftand their /«//Vx; 'It is true, 
in the prefect circutnftances of (bciety, the mafS 
of the people are far from the - enjoyment of 
this right : let Mr. B. determine whether this is 
to be? attributed to the nature, or the corruption 
of our inftitutioils. ButftHl, notwithftandirigthe 
fcandaloufly inadequate price of labour — wages 
being, in many inftances, rather a mockery than 
a fupport ; — notwithftanding the unreafonable 
jnumber of .hours through which the labour of 
the day is protrafted, and the impediments 
thrown in the way of a cheap, and, therefore 
general, circulation of knowledge, by the duties 
on paper, ftamps on news-papers, advertifements; 
and the like ; yet, judging of the whole country, 
from the parts which I have feen, and making all 
poffible allowances for the difference of local 
and adventitious advantages, Mr. B. will not be 
able to contraft his new arijiocrqcy of thinkers and 
difcourfers into any thing like the narrow circle of 
four hundred thoufand. This champion for the 
few, to the exclufion of the many — this advo- 
cate for the noble and the gentle, at the expence 
of the ufeful and the honeft, may exult as much 
as he pleafes in the luxUrianry of his imagination, 
his various ftpT^s pr learning and of fcieoce, . his> 
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hours of literary fcifur^e, aijd his familiar inter«> 
courfe with thi^ wits antl Jiterati of half a. ct:n^ 
tury, Ijut there arehyn<keds,'nay thoufands, m 
thofe elates excluded from his calculation* who 
though they could neither endite, nior com- 
prehend his learned metaphors and ^filing; pe- 
riods, would yet blufli at fuch flimfy fophi^ 4$ 
he fometimes covers with acloiud of fplendourj 
and with the weapons of plain, foJid, S^cratic 
argument, would beat half a dozen fuch comba- 
tants out of the arena. I could point him to 
whole companies, whole neighbourhoods *, i^y^ 

*• I might refer particularly to Sheffield. My ftay in that 
phcc wis vwy fliort ; but it was long enough l!o fee that there 
is a greafbody of virtue, mtelUgcaice, and well grounded prin- 

, ciple among what may be called the Sofi/cuUtterie : but it is a 
body without a head. They have unfortunately no leaders. 
Tliere are, indeed, federal people of confiderabk property and 
influence who tiini witli them ; but who barenot the courage, 
or the energy, to take that open and decided part which might 
promote the reial peace (for ojipreffion h not peace) and happinefs 
of the neighbourhood : and as forthat CMcken-toitted dh^ih^t 
caHs 'ii/elf'Si Whig leader in thofe parts, // is the being mofl: de- 

. fpifcd for ^ciftocratic domination of any -cr^ture in the county : 
and I am fure I mean no difparagementto Squire^ Jujlice^ Colonel 
AirTHoat?El ! 1 If any three or f<&ur perfons of weight and 
|)eciinia<ry conffequenc^ m that pl^c, woqU but take tbefe bo* 
neft, intelligent manufafturers apd their cajufc fairly and 
publicly by the hand (as perfons of that defcription, to their 
immort^ honour, have done in Norwich) irr Sheffield, as in 
Norwicb} the petty tyranny of prormcial .porfecutioa would 
prefondy-be at an- end; the inftrumeints -of po^er wo^ld feel, 
amd praftically confefs that falutary awe of which I have 
fpoken above ? and «o jaci in -office w6tflti^ xlkre ib exercife, 
9r Ut'tireaten, the exertion ^i iaivigour beyond the law. 
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almoft wlio|e pijofeflioas p£ labouring manufao- 
turers, who umjeiiftand the principles of govern- 
mtfit rhwh t»«tter than himfelf, ajoid who want 
nothmg /but pfafUcal fluency to render them 
moft fiwqnidable ant^gonifls to the whole college 
of ariflocratkal declaimers. 

The fafl: is, that monopoly, and the hideous ac- 
cumulation of capital in a few hands, like all dif- 
cafes not abfolutely mortal, carry, in their own 
enocaiity, the feeds of cure. Man is, by his very 
nature, focial and communicative — proud to dif- 
play the little knowledge he poffefles, and Cf ger, 
as ojiportunity prefeuts, to encreafe his ftore. 
Whatever preflfes men together, therefore, though 
it may generate fome vices, is favourable to the 
diffufion of knowledge, and ultimately promotive 
of human }iberty. Hence every large workfliop 
and^ manufajQory is a fort of politicaL fociety, 
which no aft of parliamept can fileace, and no 
magiftrate difperfe. Socrates, therefore, (the firfl; 
democratjcal lefturer, mentioned in hiftory, 
,and the founder of the unfophifticated, ami un*^ 
reftri6iedfyftem of Sanf-cvJotte philofophy) when he 
wlihed to expofe " the corruption aqd venalitjr 
f* pf the times *," and thofe " falfe tec^ts and opif 
" mojus which were contrary to the happiaefe of 
" the human race f ," a£led confiftently with \{\t 

* Oullcn's life of Socrates, prefixed to his tranflatiori of 
the Phaedoo, p. 23. . , 

t Ibid. p. I J. 
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high chara£ler for wifdom and penetration, ifl 
vifiting, among other places of rSfort, the (hops 
where workmen aflfembled to purfue their voca- 
tions*. — " He began," fays the biographer, " to 
*^oppofe fopkiftry and fuperftition with fuccefs, 
*^ and to teach his fellow citizens wifdom and 
** virtue. In the open ftreets, in the public 
" walks and baths, in private houfes, in the work* 
^^Jfiops of artijisy or wherever he found men whom 
" he could make better, he entered into converfa- 
" tion with them, explained what was right and 
^' wrong, good and evil, holy and unholy, &c.'* 
The nature and tendency of thefe converfations^ 
we learn from a variety of paffages. We are par- 
ticularly informed that fuch was his intrepid zeal 
for the promotion of truth, and the affertion of 
human liberty, that '^ As foon as any opinion or 
" fuperftition occafioned an open viotencey the in- 
f^vafion of the NATURAL RIGHTS OF 
" MAN, or the corruption pf their morals, no 
" threats or perfecution could deter him from de- 
" daring againft it f ." And, again, we find that 
when a fenate of tyrants, a vile and deteftable 
Oligarchy J, affifted by an armed forpe^ and a fo- 
reign alliance, trampled on the rights and liberties 
of the Athenian people, and exercifed an au- 
thority beyond the law — ^^ robbing the mioft up- 
*' right men of the republic of their property and 

* Life Socr. p. la. f Ibid. p. 32. % Ibid. p. 35. 
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" their lives, w^der the pretext ofpunifhing rebellim and 
** treasonable offences *," banifhing others, and driv- 
ing many mare to feek for peace and fafety in vo- 
luatary eiaigration ; in the midft of thefe perfecu- 
tions and profcriptions, Socrates was found, as 
ufual, in the places of public refort — in the work- 
fliops of the artift«, and among the labourers in 
their manufatiories, uttering feditious allegories, 
and condemning the defolating tyranny of the 
Oligarchy.,. " It' is wonderful indeed," he is re- 
ported to have faid, " if fliepherds make the herd 
*' which is entrufted to their care grow fmaller, 
^' and more meagre, and yet fhall not be ac- . 
*^ counted bad :fhepherds i but it is ftill more 
'* wonderful, if the guardians of a ftate make its 
^ fubjefts grow fewer and worfe, that they fhould 
** not be accounted bad guardians f.'* 

: : ' Now, 

* CuUcn'sLifeof Socr.p. 35. JNT. B. The book from which 
I quote this, was dedicated to the Right Honourable Henry 
Dundas^ in 1789. 

t Ibid. p. 36. The reader will not, after thefe fpecimens, be 
iiirprifed that an a<a of parliament was made by the tyrannical 
Oligarchy to flop the inoutli of Socrates; and that Critias and 
Charades^ two of their fophifts, or ftate lawyers (fte p, 36.) 
were employed to entrap, impeach, and deftroy him; white 
their buffoons were fet to work, to ridicule and defame him to 
the people, and " the/r/^/^j," and other venal wretches, " who 
** felt Socrates a thorn in their ^^t^* made ufe of their pious 
cant and holy mummeries *' to turn the minds of the Athe- 
** nians againft him." (p, 24, 25.) Such was the origin of the 
confpiracy againft Socrates, A viftim to that confpiracy he 
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Now, though every workfhoJ> t^iinot hkve a 
Socrates within the pale of its o^n focfet)^, 
nor even every mantrf'aftunng town a man of 
fuch wifdom, virtue, and oppmuniriis to inftnift 
Ihemj yet a fort of Socratic fpirh wiil nec^f&rily 
grow up, wherever large bodies of men aflteAibk: 
Each brings, as it were^into tht common "bankhii 
mite of information, and putting it to a fort of 
ciitulating ufance, each contributot ha^-^e ad- 
vantage of a large intereft, without any diminu^ 
Hon of capital. 

But fuch men, I fhall be told, are out of th^ 
queftion : let their capacitie^j their acquiremefttsr, 
their underftandJngs be what they may, Ihey 
form no part of ^ the BritiOi public ^' they are 
in a ftate of " menial depindame {or what is vif- 
" tually fuch.)*'-— Dependance an<i independtacel 
Fine diftinftions ! But in what do they confift ? 

fell— the wifeft, the greateft, the tnoft virtuous of mankin<|. 
Yet a pedantic fellow, one Dr. Biffet, in a certain ridiculovs 
farra|;o of ignorance and mifreprefentatioa, which he calls a 
** Sketch of Democracy," reprefents him as tlie Viftim of demo- 
cratic envy and injuftice ; and, by a curious perverfion of fe^Uj 
makes Critias and Charades (the two fophills, or lawyers j^ em- 
ployed by the tyrants to deftroy him) " two leAurers, who 
earned their bread by gratifying the prejudices of the people, 
and incenfing them againft dignified charafters." Socrates was 
fo hx from being a dignified char^^l-er in Dr. B.'s fenfe of the 
wordy that his mother was a poor midwife ; his father a ftone- 
mafon ; and he himfelf worked feveral years in his father's 
yard. His dignity was of a nobler kind. 

' Are 



Atfe Mf to bS fought in ihb ftatloh, bt in ifid ' 
faihd ? Do Wedth Sind raiik givfe Indepeiidancfe ? 
Does induftrious poverty of heceffity degrade tlie 
man ? An anecdote tfiall fettle thefe queftlotis: 

During the kte eltftloh at kotfirigMfn,^ oiie 
df the pfihcipal manrifaftiirers of th^i plice; Wfi6 
had always deprecated, ^ith gfestt ^ctefity, thd 
prefeht war, ^nd the whf6/Ie fyffem of rti?nifter&f 
ihdafutei. Was oW^ei^ed, of '4 fiiddfefi, to' BecOiii^ 
feferVed aM Wavering. Tfee ffaiiilffeH^t ckM^ 
date had cohci^tn^ i^ifh a bankihg Hotile', Whfch, 
by mentis of tcctpttiticGS, dlffcoWfrls/ ithA ih4 like, 
Wai eisiceedSn^ iiftftrl to hto, iii hik lattge (J^al- 
f^gs. Dt. CtbtApt$% ^ti i caAdid^fe for the peo- 
pte 1 bat he hfid n6 cbiirtfrareAi i*iflr kttf BiMt, 
but ffiaf of fktixS nbd pdtf icrtiffrt ;• inti tfieif iiBteSi 
yoti fcnov<^, are h'of 6ifrretft ih tomifiefciat frdiif- 
^aions. The wealthy mairufai£tufer defiberated 
^\\t doubted— he cilctiiated— iief refblved t6 
vot6 fot the minifferiad 6Mrnpion. Fl6 d6ter- 
rtrined to c^hVife fo^ Ritfi. '' Wilfiam,'* feid h^, 
to oh6 of his joorneyihiefi, " f hope you ni'6ah 
'' to vote for Mr. Smith P''—'^ No, SSr,^' replied 
the menial dependant y " indeed I do' not'. I aln' ^r- 
** ^ifed you fhould aft: nfe foth a qu(^f!rdiT. fiow- 
« cvef, if j^i/acre not rrtd^^fendentr, I Mi r His, 
hoWever, I artr awaire, w?ff b*^ no" tiptttiitdy dd ho- 
miftem^ as they call it, to Mr. B. ^It will rather 
enflame than modtrtit^ hfe prejudices. He will re- 
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gard it as a flagrant a£t of Jacobinifm and inibl> 
ordinatiD^; an overt-a£l of treafon againft the 
fovereignty of wealth ; a " revolt of enterprifing 
" talent againft propferty*." 

I grant, alfo, that this argument will not uni- 
verfally apply. Though fome men have energy 6f 
mind enough to aft in this independant way, upon 
fuch occafions, many, under fuch circumftances, 
feel themfelves compelled to bow. During the 
fame Nottingham eleftion, an inftance of this 
fort occurred, which, to mmds of a particular 
ftamp at leaft, cannot fail to be interefting. 

A poor manufafturer, who was paft his beft 
days, and to whom, therefore, it was of ferious 
confequence to be difmiffed from an eftabliflied 
fliop— efpecially as he had a large family to fup- 
port — ^was prefTed by his employer, in very au- 
thoritative terms, to vote for this fame Mr. Smith. 
Hehefitated; but the very fuftenance of his fa- 
.mily w^s at ftakej and he yielded. Going up 
to the huttings, and having given in his name, he 
was alked by the poll-clerk, for whom he voted ? 
" Why, Ihave two votes; have I not ?'* — " You 
" have." — ^^ Well, then, I give one of them to 
" Mr. Smith — ^but that's not mine: it's my mafr 
" ter's! .The ot^ier's my own; and I'll give that to 
" Dr. Crompton — for he's the man for the peo^- 

* Letters, p. 98. 
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*^ pie !** — " Thank you, my good friend," (ex-* 
claims the courtly candidate) — ^^ thank you, for 
" me. Let me have the pleafure of fhaking 
« hands with you."— No, Tm d— d if I do," re-^ 
plied the voter ; " I was obliged to vote for you, 
" but I an't obliged to ihake hands with you, 
" neither. But I'll Ihake hands with you, Df. 
^' Crompton ; for I gave it you from my heart 1" ' 
Mr, B. may defpife the fans-culotifm difplayed 
in this anecdote— and I am certainly no enemy , 
to foothing manners and decorum ; — ^but yet 
fuch energy of mind, however rudely falhioned, 
is of ten thoufand times more real worth than all 
the polifhed periods of penfioned apoftacy, and all 
" the dreffed up fmiles that evet flickered on the 
"curled lips" of obfequious courtiers! And 
whatever fentiments a matter of the ceremonies 
might entertain upon the fubjeft, he is but a 
fliallow politician who excludes fuch men from 
the account, in his calculations of the weight and 
force of opinion. . Such men have not, it is true, 
all the advantages of free agency: — :fo much the 
worfe for Britain*. The generality of them have 
no votes at all ; and many who have, are under 
coercion in the exercife of their privilege — fo 

* I do not mean the myfterious, allegorical thing, which . 
' Jl^tefmen c^U the country. I mean the aggregate of Britifh 
population. That is my idea of a cojuntry, or a ftate. 

E z much 
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ini ^M9MSh iW hav^ m votesj, th^y h^ve ppi- 
i^9|ij. T]xey 2irc; ^ payt of ^^ ^Jie Britifli public," 
ey^ of ^r. Ejyrkci'f ifj/ormdy iift^nffing, garrulous 
g^^Hc, upofj wh|9h " oiQre tban th^ Jegal con^ 
ii^^lj^nt, tl}e 5fti|^cia| repr^featative," i^ fuppof^ 
(fa^l^lX ivRPpf^d) t^ d^p^fl^t- An ogp^fiEYe 

I Letters, p. 67. 

I ought not, whil^ fpcaking of hpmblc patrioti^in, to i^Xl^^t 
the inck^endttnt^ poor voters of Norwich : among which ^here 
acR $x pir fcve^i hundred, whom (even in thefe feafons of diiPr 
trcjf^) i^ tl^rt^ts, no ipt^rfd, n^ Iprilj^y cat\ fliake : but wha 
will vote for the permanent liberties of th^q^fi^lyes 2^9.4 feflai-^ 
• lies, at the hazard of their temporary bread. Upon s^ny^rtfff^ 
e^tntt^f tl^ number (I mean, ai^ong the lahouring freemm of 
tlj^t fii^) WjQi^W b? "fVte <Jp\ibkA; tot '^ to fay, it would 
eipbrace almofl th(^ whole clafs. If Boftlei Gup^^ the. 
late candidate, had flood forward manfully (or ;:ather, if bis 
f^mU^ bad not held him backjh-if he had even done thofe 
things, ivhich, u^der exijHif{g (^ircuTiiftanccs^ ^ny c^didate may. 
feirly 5^nd honouralily do— I mean, brpvght up the Land(>4]i 
and other out-votei^s, who were in his intereft, (which woul^ 
noil havja Ijeen the tythe, or twentieth part of what his oppo- 
nec^t ip ^^f^ to ha^ve don^)-^n^y, 1^4 he.^^y^n flic wo himfelf 
on the bufengs, and convinced the, p^opli?, that he was in esj^- 
ncft, (infiead o^ running into the north to ^yo|d t)ieg:i) he would 
have driven the War Secretaij from the market-place, with ^ 
m^jp^i^rfo 4^ci^vfy.a^ ^ould h^y^iaTl^^h;^xUufteringJtupJlet.^t 
a d<^ into political annihilation. Ev.en.as it vras, Bartl^ Quf i^^y 
had a majority of 143 refident votes. The Quakers (that body of 
men, whom, of.all religionifts, I moft revere and love) muft 
P)^4Qa XRf^ if, I &y, tba; the tli^ baibftibefs of fe^larian 
-pigA^^ k>ft Fr^^09l a toumpb, of whi^h no other circumilance 
could have ^ft\y%A bfr« 
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conab Wtion of employers, t^e qql4 graifp pf pe- 
nmy, or thp ]^rytal violence pf ^, m^^-hq^dQi, 
4n|nkpn, prpfligate mftgiftr^t? (fi^m§4, for th« 
fej^^ of t\ie conftitutipnal fyftem pf checks, witli 
the united pew^g (jf t^e police, ^nd pf the 
jwpf d) may fuppjf^fe, for a\yhile, iA^ 4ue iiaftu^ 
jp«f:e of thip qpiwpii 5 but, ultirajt^ly, \t ml] li9v« 
its weig^it : w<J its w^ig^t wUl be gr^*teft Yih«i 
it^ €)icertiQn U of moft iwportan«^. la th^ rm^ 
tirop, it H«s ai ^^gwf of toflwwt ev?» wiwi 
though not in its natural and rightful plac^-*-- 
jfli^t afiewbJty whick edb Uf^f X\i^. QommpM 
Jloufe of P»rli*ixi»t; >— tibft honourahie 9ad r^lit 
fconourabte ift^mhftti qI which ^^a we tr§ «¥- 
pr^fsly t<?14) ar^ ift fwh ^ ft*te Qf ^^ i^eftiaA d#^ 
^.* peMaA^fe (or vl^^l i$' w//^<i^ fech) ^h9it tl>et 
** i;<^* pf the ift»j«rijty w^ dtt«4^1y ^Q|%pg&* to 
*/ their difpojitidnsr'^. Rut i^ Ip^ ij% ioijiwiii*--^ 
. p^w^rf^il ipft^^w^, upon thft^ i^efOWQes Qf ^ 
€pu^try 5 upp« the (e3fpaij€f ^ ^«^ feQiUtJf «f 
i^ging t^e rapks: pf thp ^xm% ^ ujpipn t]k^ fpiriH 
j»f ^athufiafBgi; ifik tiip ^y q^ lf>a,ttl€. ^t h^^ it§ iiv* 
fta^nfie, q^lfob p» tl^pilloMf pf )^ EtiiHHl§r,,wh{^» 
it requires no fecond-fight to perceive, that it 
b^Wt^ his imagip^^'tioa, aiid 4ifturbs.his l^qmbess. 
Thei^> ki prophelig viiions, it foretels the fed ca« 
taftrophe of his apabition, and points, out,, in the. 

* Letters, p. 63; and Thoughts, p. 141 where it is put ffiH 
piore ftron|;J/. 
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cmthmance of this war, the means of Britiffi reno* 
vation ; the approaching failure of the funding 
iyftem; the demurs of money-lenders, and the 
prudent defertion of thofe " life and fortune 
"men," who, repenting the madnefs of '^ Mer- 
*^ chant Taylors Hall," and finding the bankrupt 
ftate no longer competent to fupport, at once, 
the; burthen of public credit, and the enornK)us 
prodigality of the prefent fyftem, will be'oblijged 
to akindQii the borouglhmmgers to preferve their pro— 
ferty. 

To appeafe this opinion, to lay this wandering 
ghoft* of popular difcontent, the fimulator, Pitt, 
has drawn once more around him this magic 
circle of delufion, with charms and fpells of pre- 
tended negociation, and backward mutters of ar- 
rogance and recantation. But lift up your voices, 
ye artificers, ye mechanics, ye manufafturers of the 
land, ye genuine props and pillars of the nation ! 
Be not amufed with pretenraed treaties ! for^what 
is a peace but war, to you, while ye drudge in 
fervile naifery for inadequate rewards, and yotir 
families pinq in want and ignorance ? Wear not 

♦ The body is reported to have been buried, at the be- 
ginning of December laft, in St. Stephen's Chapel, with this 
infcription-y" Pitt and Grenville*s A£ts ;"— ^and underneath, 
*' in a ftate of internal tranquillity,^* Thus much by authority. 
To which is added, by an unknown hand, " bwt in hopes of a 
*f joyful refurrection." 
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youf lungs ^ith fighs aiid ftilleji ttiurmurs-^kl 
Hot only the noflurnal phantom, but the living 
body of your complaints appear before youf dp- 
preffors. Try once more the manly energies of 
reafon ; and tell them, with a clear and decided 
tone, that " peace is not peace, without rc- 
** form :'* that ** your difcontents can never be 
** allayed, without the reftoration of equal rights; 
fVand equal laws, and the adoption of a pure and 
*' independant organ, through which the opinions,' 
^^ not of a tenth-party but of the whole nation, 
*^ can be freely delivered, and diftinftly heard*** 

But no : we are told, the nation wf^nts no fuch 
organ. The opinio^i of the menialy dependant 
mafsy muft be taken for granted from thofe of their 
betters. In thofe more reputable orders, in that 
privileged four hundred thoufand, who, by virtue 
of their iituation, have an exclufive licence to en- 
quire and to difcufs, the people have, already, 
** a natural reprefentative." Natural reprefenta- 
tiveJ-^Of what excellent ufe, in the fcience oi 
confufing mankind, is this prerogative of coining 
new phrafes } Natural reprefentative of the peo- 
|)le ! The people itfelf, as the word is here ufed, 
is an artificial, or corporate body — for it means 
the aggregate population of a particular ftate, or 
|)ody politic : and how there can be a natural re^ 
prefeutative of an artificial corporation^ I am yet to 
learn. I can omderftand, indeed, that the parent 
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U the Mtural rtfpf^ftntativeof ftis mfert efefldffflj 
fUtktA With the right, aftd b6und by the dtrty Aflf 
judgteg and aairtg f6t theffl. I eto, «lfo/M<tff- 
iand, that cl^iWth it^ the Mtufdl ffptefentfttitW . 
ilf a departed {JAfefet; tfady ^ fiith^ Ate ^lilHtetf 
td th6fe portidn* df the {>rdduee 6f hb labtj^n 
whi€h hive deifh^f been corifoifted by hiito, nof 
h^iy fet if)art to fuj^poft the pfofligate luxiirjf 
^plac^^iheri afid ii6nik>n*r». But hoW it Ihoeltf 
happen^ that four hundifed tb6utaAd pi^opk (meH 
ifndwmeH) ftotn the iAere dcdidm of liting itt 
more c<>mfort, and IvJth lefs^ toil, lh<>uld be thS 
liaturat repifefei4tatfve& of fbf ee of Mr rfSHtotil^ of 
Mhetfu}l-^6t^T*—fall-ageiP brings, of the Mie 
ftfiiatrre amJ fecuHy with th^i«?fe!V'e^, buf fd 
#h6rfi they have tieither rdafion#i?p 6<>r afllftity; 
arid, as fueh, (b6u^^ be entitled to i^ fbt lifieih, 
fpeark foi^ them, thii^ for them, and afcloft eat 
for them (for even this privilege is fcai'^dy kft 
to the perfonal exercife of tlWj miffidii) fe af pto- 
fclert! vi'hich the ** jurifts arid pubBcifls" ittttft 
folve ; for \ givi^ it up entirely. 

l&\}kiA.t.Yi'% nature and mine are widely diflfereftf. 
^JA him every thiftg i& natui?al thit has th* 
hoar of ancient prejudice upon ft ; and novelt||f i^ 
the teil of crime- In my humbfe eftimate, rto»- 
thirtg id natural, but what id ft and tfue, a!r!td 
can endure the teffi of reafbjf- With Km thtt 
ffeiidal fyftem, and sltt its bartwafous, tyraimicaf, 
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ai^d fuperftitious app^endages^ is natural. With 
himr all the gaudy, cumbrous, fuftian of •* the' 
** old Germanic, or Gothic cuftumary** is natu- 
ral, and all the idolatrous foppery and degrading 
foperftition of the church of Rome are natural^ 
alfo. Nay, with him, that deteftable traffic in 
blood and murder — that barter of groans, an^ 
tortures, and long, long lingering deaths of {hrielc- 
ing anguifh, the Slave Trade, is alfo natural'. 
Nor do I doubt, that, with equal facility, and 
tippn the very fame principles, as hie maintains 
the matters and employers of this country to be 
the natural reprefentatives of the workmen they 
employ, he could prove, alfo, thofe very humane, 
and very, very refpeftable beings, who, as they 
walk upon two legs, t fliall continue to call men, 
fcy eourtejy, (I mean the Weft India Planters, and 
, their Negro drivers) to be the natural reprefenlA- 
. lives of thofe poor, haraffed, half-ftarved, whip- 
galled, miferable flaves, whom they, alfo, emp/iy 
in their farms and faftories. 

In (hort, this champion of the privileged orders 
adopts, moft unequivocally, the principle of this 
fimilitude. Having affigned the exclufive privilege • 
of opinion to the favoured four hundred thou- 
fand — a mixed lierd of nobles and gentles, place- 
men, penfioners and court-expedants, of bank^frs 
and merch^ts, manufa^urers, lawyers, parfons 
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and phyficians, warehoufemen and fliop-keepers^ 
pimps and king's meffengers, fiddlers and auo 
tioneers, with the included *' twenty thoufand** 
petticoat allies — ladies ofthecourl;, and ladies of 
the town ! — ^having fecured this motley groupe 
(the favoured progeny of Means and Leifure) in 
the exclufive, and unqueftioned enjoyment of 
the rights of information and difcuflion, he pro- 
ceeds to obferve, that " the reft, when feeble, 
"are the odjeSls of proteftion!" — Objefts of pro- 
teftion! — fo are my lady's lap-dog and the 
Negro flave. It is eafy to determine, which, of 
the two, plijhdfenjibility will fhelter with the moft 
anxious care ! — Ye murky walls, and foul, ftraw- 
littcred floprs oif the plantation hofpital! Ye 
full-crammed, noxious workhoufes of Britain- 
vile dens of tyrannic penury and putrefcence * ! 
fpeak — fpeak, I charge ye (for that part of nature 
which (hould be loud and eloquent, is fpell-bound. 
in panic apathy) — Speak : what is the proteSion 
which the feeble labourer, or the fick Negro finds ?. 
and then refer for a comparifon to the down 
pillow of yon pampered, fnarling cur, or the com- 
niodious chambers of the canine palace at God- 

* There are fome few, and but few exception^, to this general 
defcription. At any rate,' however, a workhoufe is but a gaol ; 
and, therefore, a fit receptacle only for thofe paupers, whofe • 
infirnuties make confinement necefikry to their prefervation. 
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WDod^. — But to return to the defcrlption.-^** The 
.'* reft, when feeble, are the objefts of proteflion — ^ 
" whenJIrot^,lj^ey are the MEANS of FORCEf." 
So is the dray-horfe ; and the poor afs that drudges 
in yon fand-cart ! So are the bludgeon, and the 
piftol, with which, under exifting circumjiances^ every 
man (at leaft, every marked, obnoxious man) will 
do well to be provided, as prefervatives againft af- 
faffination J. But foul befal the man, and foul 
befal the govenunent, that confiders the great 
mafs of the people as mere brut^ machines; in- 
fenfate inftruments of phyfical force, deprived of 
all power, and deftitutc of all right of reafon, or 
information ; doomed, like the dray-horfe, or the 
mufquet, to perform, raechajiically, whatever talk 
of drudgery, or murder, a few " counf^llers and 
deliberators " may command ! And yet, Mr. B. 

* A fplendid edifice, ere^^ed by the D. of Richmond for 
his dogs, with conamodious kitchens, parlours, dining-rooms, 
bed-rooms, lying-in-rooms, pleafurc-ground for the morning 
fun, pleafure*ground for the evening fun, baths, &c. &c.— 
N. B. It is a ftri£t rule at Godwood, that no fervant be 
permitted to give a morfel of broken viduals either to mendi- 
cant traveller, or neighbouring peafant. Poor women, who 
prefume to pick up withered fticks from under the trees ia' 
the park, are taught, by a " fcvere and awful ** adminiftra- 
tion of " juftice,*' to refpeft the facred rights of property, 

f Letters, p. 67. 

% See an Appeal to Popular Opinion againft Kidnapping 
and Murder : including a Narrative of the atrocious Outrages 
at Yarmouth, Lynn, and Wilbegh. — Jmrdan, 
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telk US, that '* they who affw&'to confider that 
" part of us^' (to wk, nine-tenths of the adult 
poptdation of the country) " in ^y other point 
^ of view, infuit while they cajole us* !" 

Such, my fellow-citizens, is the luiguage of 
infolence itfelf, .perfonified in the chara^F of a 
penfioned proftitute ? Nine out of ten of the hu- 
man race (it will, anon, be nineteen out of 
iwcnty) arc bom to be beafts of burt!hen to the 
rcmainiiag tythe: to he hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water--^to be expofed to heat and 
cold, winds and waters, rocks andtempefts, for 
thefe privileged mafters^ and, finally, to be ** lift* 
** ed as foldiers for battle*," to defend, or to ag^ 
iprandife a country, in which they have neither 
voice not right. And be who dares to affert their 
claim to ^* any tolerable leifure for difcuffion, or 
" means of information :" — ^he who dares to main- 
tain their pretenfion§ to opinion, or title to be 
regarded ** in any political view," as a part of 
*^ the people," is an hypocritical jacobin inceh- 
diary, revolts againft the fovereignty of wealth, 
and " infults while he cajoles us!" Such is the 
language of a man to whom our government 
gives a yearly penfion of four thoufand pounds, 
for diftrafting the world with the ravings of bed- 
ittn, aiid the filthy loquacity of the ftews, in 

♦ Letters, p 167. 
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i^vouF of ariftocratic defpotifm^ and beating the 
t<>ugh hide of old Zifca, ^* to animate Europe to 
<* eternal battle*!" 

But beware, Mr. Burke, afid you, his hypocri- 
tical employers, how ye cajole and infult irj too 
far, Abufes, when difcovered, infpire the fobcr 
wifli of peaopful and rational reform : but whea 
wrong is added to wrong, and coercion to co^r^ 
^ion ; whcni'emonftrance is anfwered by the goad 
^nd the yoke, and infult is heaped upon oppret- , 
fion, reafon maybe overpowered, and madnefi 
may fucceed ; and the philanthropic few, who 
^moniCh in vain, may deplore the ^deftiny fro^ii 
which they cannot preferve you. In vain do 
you fliudder at the cannibals f of Paris — ^in vaia 
4o you colour, with exaggerated horrors, the 
.*' tribunals of Maroon and Negro flaves, covered 
** with the blood of their matters J;" if, obfti- 
pately vicious, inftead of being warned, ye are 
irritated by the example. 
. I deplore, as you do, the *' robberies and the 
** murders," of thefe poor wretches — the blindi 
inftrument^ of inftin£tive vengeance. But, I caa- 
not, like you, forget by whom thofe leflbns of 

♦ Letter to a Nobk Lord. 

f The reader will, of courfe, give me credit, for ufing this 
word in a figurative, fenfe. Mr. B, in the very dotage of ere- 
dulity, appliei it literally. 

X Lettersi p. 123, Thoughts, p. 6i« 
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nmrderous rapacity were taught^ I cannot 
forget, that llavery itfelf is robbery and murder ; 
and, that the mafter who falls by the bondfman's 
band, 16 the viftim of his own barbarity, 

1 am no apolo^ft for the horrible maffacres of 
revenge ; whether perpetrated by negroes, . hj 
monarchs, or by mobs, I abhor revenge. Venge- 
jance, Mr. Burke, with me is crime. All retro^ 
Ipeftive principle is crime ; and to its crime, adds 
folly. In your own fort of language I fhould fay r- we 
were maJ^ with our eyes in our foreheads, that we 
jnight look onward to the future, not linger upon 
that which can never be recalled. Give mcjecu- 
rity for th future^ I will difpenfe with what is 
c^Wtdijuftice for the paft. But we are not to ex- 
pfft whole nations (whether of Maroon negroes, 
or vaflals of feudal tyranny) to become of a fud- 
den fo entirely fpeculative. Revenge, it cannot 
be concealed, i$ a rude inftinft, common to all 
animated being, which nothing but deep reflec- 
tion, and well digefted principles can eradicate. 
It is an inftinft, alfo, when it dares to fliew itfelf^ 
ftrongeft in the moft feeble, fierceft in the moft 
fubmifGve, and moft fruitful in the fteril foil of 
ignorance. The bleak froft of feverity nouriflies 
it to wild luxuriance. It periflies beneath the 
warm manure of kindnefs. It is a wild growth 
of nature, it is true : but it is fatally cherifhed by 
authoritative example : and if tyrants will t^ach 
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bloody leffons, it is unreafonabie in them to com- 
plain of the aptitude of their fcholars. Add to 
which, Mr. B, this detejiable 'uice is one of the 
wrtues of the ancient and venerable part of that re- 
ligion you fo anxioufly uphold. The maxim of 
forgivenefs to enemies, is, comparati^^ely, a nwderm 
innovation : which accounts for its being fo feldom 
praftifed by governments or priefts. " Eye for 
" eye, and tooth for tooth," will not fatisfy them- 
Theirs are the dread inftru6lions, " which, being 
" taught, return to plague the inventors." Theirs, 
indeed, too generally, are the crimes unprovoked : 
the crimes of revolutionifts are only the crimes 
of revenge. Had the Maroons and negroes never 
been moft wickedly enflaved, their matters had 
never been murdered. Had the chains of France 
been lefs galling, they had never fallen fo heavy 
on the heads of French oppreffors- To avoid 
Aeir fate, let governors avoid their crimes. To 
render fanguinary revolutions impolfible, let them 
yield to temperate reforms. To avert a dreaded 
vengeance, let the provocations of injuftice be 
inftantly removed ; and the padlock from the 
mouth of an injured people, be transferred tp 
the lips of penfioned infolence ! > 

But the politician of Beaconsfield, " tHe doc- 
** tor of the conftitution" — or raiher the dodtor's 
do£tor, has found a fhorter way. — " The cautery 
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•? thd the knife*' arc more forcreign thait th^? 
emollient and the balm. Exterminatioi^ (eren 
erf eighty thoufand men of talent and capacity) 
U more eafy than reform. Defection itfelf is 
not to miniftcrial ears " a word of fuch ill found" 
as-** change;" and Jacobins and reformers arc 
Aerefore to be fubmitted to the '* fevere and 
« awful operation," in a manner that will expofe 
** the crown" to no fort of danger of again ^* re- 
" tiring difgraced and defeated from its coux;ts/' 
*^ Of thefe four hundred thoufand political citi* 
^ zem,^ fays he, *^ I look upon one-fifthyOr about 
" eighty thoufand, to be pure Jacobins ; utterly in- 
^^ capable of amendmeni ; objefts of eternal vigi- 
'* lance," &c. . " On thefe, no reafon, no argu* 
•* n^ent, no exampky no venerable authority^ can 
" have the flightcft influence. They defire" — 
What ? " A change ; and they will have it if they 
*^ can." — ^True : And they ought to have it ; and 
Aey muft, or the nation is undone for ever. If all 
are Jacobins who wifh for a change, Mr. B. moft 
miferably under-rates the Jacobins of this coun'** 
try. Some wilh for a greater change, and other* 
for a Ids. There are, I fear^ almoft as many dif« 
ferent ^opinions, among reformers, as to the ex- 
tent of that change^ as there were among the al- 
lies about the objefts of that ever to be renowned 
and glorious confederacy of kings^ by being chief 

trumpeter 



1 






I 



( 40 

trumpeter to which-^of, more properly fpeaking, 
drum-major (for we muft not forget old Zifca) 
Mr; Burke has accumulated fo confiderable a por* 
tion of fpoil, at fo fmall an expence of danger. 
But, barring the idle terrors which ftate jugglers 
keep fo alertfuUy alive, by repeating;, at due in- 
tervals, and with due folemnity, the cabaliftic 
words, French tnajfdcres ! republicans and levellers ! 
hcrrid atkeijis ! dreadful anarchy ! bloody regicides I 
cannibal philofophy ! and the like, I believe there is 
fcarcely a fingle refleftii^g man, unconnefted, by 
intereft or expei£lation, with exifting corruptions, 
who does not, in fome degree, wifli a change. 
But fays Mr. B. " England has been happy ; and 
-*' change is a word of ill found to happy ears*." — 
England has been happy! ! !— Perhapis fo. Er>glan4 
was not always infefted with fikch a peftiferoug 
fwarm of placemen and penfioners, boroughipaonr 
^ers and contraftors, as, at {his time, devO\ir the 
harvefts, and blaft the fmiling verdure of the year. 
Will Mr. B. pretend to fay, that England is happy 
now ? Will he pretend to fay, that even that fmaU 
portion, that ty the, which he calls *^ the Britifh pub* 
lie," are happy at this time? And if they were, what 

* Thoughts, p. I. — In Rivingtoii's edition this is omitted, 
A quahn of modefty feems, unaccountably, to have feized the 
^ author, and this infult to our feelings was ftruck out. But, thanks 
to Mr. Owen ! (honourable njention of him in the journals of 
political literature !) we have the firft thoughts, as well as the 
after thoughts. Of the writings of Burke wc can never have 
too much. 
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right has a tenth part to be happy at the expence 
of th^ mifery of all the reft ? But, can even thefe 
be called happy ? Are thofe middle claffes (which 
we middKng people are apt, fo felfifhly, and fo 
wickedly, to confider as the whole !) — are even 
they happy? Alas! alas! how difmal the re* 
verfe ? 

Ye tradefmen, ye manufafturers, ye noifelefe 
proficients in the arts, the fciences, and the 
gainful branches of learning (the bulk and mafs 
of all thofe callings and profeffions nick-named 
RESPECTABLE*) tcU me — tell the worlds can ye 
look in the innocent faces of your children, and, 
contemplating the profpeft before them, fay, that 
ye are happy ? Can ye look upon your own con- 
dition, your blighted profpefts, and your ftinted 
comforts, and, even barring future profpe6ts, fay 
ye are happy ? Alas ! how many of you are, at this 
very time, defcending, and how rapidly, down the 
ladder of degradation ! A few (I grant it) profper. 
A few fwell to uncontroulable pride, and incal- 
culable affluence. The more is your difafter. 
To b^, like Tantalus, in a lake of mifery, with the 
profpeft of abundance conftantly before our 
eyes, and never tafte it, is to be doubly Ipft. 
But what is the condition of the mafs? — Your 

* Refpe^ is not the attribute of property, calling,, or con- 
dition. It belongs, in reality, to nothing but virtue; and to 
that which is a branch of virtue— well applied talents. 

titth 



\ 

\ (i 



( 43 ) 

litiie mafs, I mean. As for the great mafs-r^it 
is trampled in the duft; and is forgotten. How- 
many of you have been obliged to relinquifh your 
little country houfe, or country lodging ? — ^fweet 
recreations of health and pleafure ! which at once 
prolonged exiftetice, and decked it with a ruddier 
fmile ! From the tables of how many has the tax- 
gatherer fnatched the cheering wine ? How many, 
many a family, that once balked in the inner, has 
been puflied to the outer circles of this temperate 
2one? Howmany from thefe outer circleshave been 
thruft into the chill regions of penurious labour ? 
And, how many thoufands, upon whofe moderate 
toil the fidelong fun once caft his cheerihg gleams, 
now fliiver at the dark, bleak poles of comfort- 
lefs diftrefs ? 

If, then, our happinefs be reduced to a mere 
*• has been," this terrible change y is the burthen 
of a dirge y rather than a word of omen ; and muft 
imprefs us rather with plaintive than terrific fen- 
fations. We might, therefore, with ftrift pro- 
priety difmifs the fubjeft, in Mr. B's own ftyle, 
by declaring that the objeftion " will not apply j 
•* and put it out of court accordingly : ordering, 
'* that fo far as that goes, the counfel for exifting 
'* abufes take nothing by his motion *." 

But the counfel in this caufe is a deep politi- 

* Letters, p. 129. 
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ckn. He can praftice popular atts ^gainft the 
people. His motion was not made with any view 
to the decifion of that high court of reafon, to 
which he appealed, but for the fake of the gene- 
ral impreffion expefted from the mere motion it- 
felf. Change is a word of ambiguous meaning j 
and, under certain circumftances, the worft 
conftruftion is fure to be put upon every am- 
biguity. It fliould be remembered, therefore, 
that change, revolutiotty and reform, are but mo- 
difications of the fame idea: though the laft, 
by eftabliflied courtefy, is the moft unequivo- 
cally admitted in a favourable fenfe. Reform is a 
change, or revolution, from bad to good. Every 
tifurpatipn, and everjT conceffion, is a change* 
Every alteration of the law, the repeal of an old 
aft, or the paffing of a new one, is a change. The 
whole hiftory of government is nothing but a re- 
cord of changes, or revolutions, gradual or fud- 
den ; and the worft revolutions are thofe that 
are never called fo. In (hort, abftraftedly confi- 
dered, there is nothing terrible in change or revo- 
lution. Violence and cruelty are to be abhorred. 
Humanity is to be loved and cheriftied. Firft and 
greateft of all virtues ! parent of all bleffings ! 
fountain of all focial joys ! it is to be wooed, and 
foftered, and reverenced with the fbndeft care ! 
to be clafped to the breaft, and entwined with the 
very texture of the heart— only to be torn away 
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ivith the laft> deareft fibre. But when violence 
and cruelty are eftablifhed — ^when they are (ur- 
rounded by privileges, and fortified by power, 
revolution itfelf becomes humanity and juf- 
tice. 

The queftioq, then, is, what fort of a change 
do we defire ? Does Mr. B. mean to fay, that 
one-fifth of the people of that clafs which he re- 
gards as *^ the Britifli public," defires a change of 
tumult, ferocious anarchy and flaughter?— O 
woeful Britain! if this were indeed the cafe: 
for there would fcarcely be a paper partition be- 
tween thee and the flames of the moft hideous 
defolation. But if, by change, he means, as I do, 
redrefs of grievances, and reform of long-growing 
corruptions, I repeat it, not a fifth, but four-fifths 
of the thinking part of the community, do, in their 
hours of fanity, when the tertian of alarm fubfides, 
wifh for fuch a change : and when I look around 
on the condition of my country, and the fcan- 
dalous abufes of government, proud am I to be 
confidered, among the diftinguifhed eighty thou- 
fand, not the leaft obnoxious to Mr. B. and his 
new em^oyers. 

. After having thus indulged his indolence, in. a 
litde faint and dubious colouring, the artift, how- 
ever, prefently returns to his olddaJhtngftyU. *• If 
^* they cannot have this change, which they de- 
** fire, by Engiifh cabal/' fays he, " they will 

" make 



C 46 ) 

ttiake no fort of fcruple of having it by (he c'a-* 
^' bal of France, into which already they are vir-^ 
•* tually incorporated'' Thus, all reformers are Jaeo^ 
bins; and all Jacobins are of the French .faftioaijj 
virtually incorporated with that nation, and willing 
to fecure the change they wifli by foreign inter- 
ference. 

As for virtual incorporation, or virtual prefenc€y 
whether in a wafer , or a confederacy , they are myf- 
teries which, I profefs, I do not un4^rftand. Mr- 
B. perhaps could explain the one, and fome of 
our good allies might write commentaries on the 
other. But I am not curious about occult fciences; 
and I fhall only obferve, that if the French repub- 
lic derives no greater benefit from our virtual in-- 
corporation than the grand confederacy from the 
virtual co-operation of the Emprefs of Ruffia's 
manifeftoes, it would be moft gratuitous prodi- 
gality in government to be at any further expence 
for fpecial commiilions, and trials for high treafoiw 
For my own part, at leaft, I have no objection to 
avow all the incorporation I am confcious of with 
French Jacobinifm. 

I do confefs, that fo long as I imagined it even 
poffible for the republic to be overthrown, no 
profpefl: was accompanied with equal «nguilh; 
For, notwithftanding the many adventitious 
horrors which have clouded the revolution, I re- 
garded it as a great and glorious -effort for the 

emancipation 
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emancipation and moral improvement of the hu* 
man race. But the thought has long ceafed to 
agitate my mind. The Republic ftands upon 
a rock ; and iEolus may blow till he cracks 
his cheeks, but all the blafts of his eloquence 
will never fhake it. We muft have miracles; or 
all is fafe. " The fluices of heaven muft be 
*' opened, and the waters of the' great deep be 
*^ broTcen up ;" for nothing lefs than a general 
deluge can deftroy it. 

As for Englifh reform by foreign cabal, I fhall 
only obferve, that I hold, with refpe£t to England, 
the fame doftrines that I held with refpe£l to 
France. I defiy Mr. B.'s law of vicinage altoge- 
ther ; and (hall reply to his fophifms in another let- 
ter. In the mean time, I would have the reformers 
of all nations keep for ever in their minds the 
monitory remembrance, that hatred may be 
forced, but love cannot ; that chains may be im- 
fofeiy but freedom muft be acquir^, — In other 
words, that no country can have freedom, which 
cannot obtain it for itfelf ; and i\i2^. foreign inter- 
' ference can only^ at beji^ produce a change of maf- 
ters ^. 

^ This maxim, however, applies only to thofe nations In 
which foreign mercenaries are not employed by the govern- 
fnent. It is no impeachment of the conduft of the Dutch. 
They were, already, under a foreign yoke. Their government 
coerced them by Britifti and Pruffian mercenarieis ; arid they 
had no choice but that of accepting the aid o| French fra- 
ternity. 

But, • 
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- But,. this is by the Way. All I have to do, at 
prefent, with Mr, B/s charge, is, to fliew the 
point of view in which he regards, or pretends to 
regard, the opinions of eighty thoufand of thofe 
people of Britain, who, by virtue of their pecu- 
niary fituation^, are licetued to think on politics. 
This,, together with what he fays of the talents 
and capacities of thefe mejj, will fqrqi the firft 
branch of what I fhall venture to call Burke's new 
fyUogifm ofmajfacre. 

^* I have a good opinion,'* fays he, ^* of the ge- 
." neral abilities of the Jacobins." — In his very 
laft publication, they were a herd of *^ fools 
^* afpiring to be knaves*;" and the reader can- 
not have forgotten his vehement declamations at 
the beginning of the conteft with France, againft 
** the vileft, the moft defpicable, the moft igno- 
*' rant of mankind ; who, unlike the Engliih Re- 
" volutionifts of the laft century — ^for they were 
** men of genius and intelligence — that was a 
** ftruggle of talents for their natural afcendency 
** —a transfer of power, from the ariftocracy of 
" birth, to the ariftocracy of mind; but thefe men, 
" on the contrary, had overthrown all diftinc- 
" tions, and transferred dominion, not to the 
" wifdom and the intelleft, but to the folly and 
" ignorance of the nation f !" But now, " I 

* Letter to a Noble Lord. 

f I have not the fpeech before me ; but this, I know, was 
the drain and fentiment of that furious philippic. 

." have 
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5Vhavc a good opinion of the gpupfj^ al^lkjea 
^* of Jacobins." Wbo4aiows, but th^t bye-pi|d- 
)by, he may take another turn, and entertain a 
good opinion of their principles ? Change is, with 
foim no inconfiftency. Mr. B. and the weather- 
cock, are only out of charaOier when they, ace 
fixed. " Strong paflions/' fays he, ^* awaken the 
•Vfaculti^. They fuiFer not a particle hi the 
*^ man to be loft. The fpirit of ;enterprife gives 
"to this defcription the full ufe of .all their na- 
*^ tive energies*." And agaip, Jn his fecond 
:Letter f :-^^' It is a dreadful tmth, but iit i^ a 
" truth that cannot be concealed ; in ability, in 
" dexterity, jn the di/iinSnefs of their viems^ the 
" Jacobins are our fuperiors. Theyfayr the thing 
." right from the very beginning ! ! ! *' &c. — Such is 
^he pifture tdrawn by this fublime.politician of thiat 
"great and formidable minority" (not, gentle 
reader, the whig. minority of theHoufeof Com- 
mons!) of whom he wifhes to put the men of 
family and property in terror, that he may put 
them into blood. To. complete the pi£ture,.in the 
true.ftyle and colouring of alarm, he adds, " I do 
" not know whether,, if I aimed at the total over- 

♦ Letters, p. 70. Thoughts, p. no. 

f Letters, p. 144. Thoughts, p. 87. Compare thjs .with 
his pifture (Let. p. 145. Thoughts, p. 89) of " the tribe of 
** vulgar politicians" that throng the courts of princes ! ! I and 
who cm doisbt thf liTue pf tl\e flruggle } 

H " throw 
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^ thww of a kingdom, I (hould wilh to be en* 
" cumbered with a larger body of partizans. 
^ They arc more eafily difciplined and direfted, 
** than if the number were greater*.** Nay, and 
{o difciplined, and fo direfted does he conceive us 
to be, that he afcribes to us a fort of omnipre- 
fcnce, and fuperftatural power of metamorphofis 
— *^ paffing from place to place, with incredible 
*^ velocity, and diverfifiying our chara£ter and de- 
** fcription, fo as to be capable of mimicking the 
^* general voice ! t" 

And what has all this to do (you will naturally 
enquire) with the argument againft a Regicide 
Peace ? Will the government, by exhaufting the 
xefources of the nation, be better enabled to 
ftruggle againft fuch a faflion (admitting its ex- 
iftence) ? Will the increafe of burthens, the beg- 
gary, mifery, and confequent difcontents, grow- 
ing out of the prolongation of war, make fuch a 
faftion lefs formidable ? (Though not anxious my-^ 
fdf for peace, I argue the queftion openly and 
fairly. In cafes fo momentous, there ought to 
be no difguife.) Would the unthinking, the 
defperate, the fickle, and the wavering, be the 
lefs likely to fall into the hands, and be rendered 
inftrumental to the views of fuch men, from the 
accumulating miferies, which, from fuch pro- 

* Letters, p. 68. Thoughts, p. 1 8.. . -flbid. 

longation. 
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kmgation, muft inevitably refult ? Mr. B. is not' 
fuch an ideot as to believe it. His hyperbolical 
ftatement might, indeed, fupernaturally account, 
for a general exclamation^ without admitting a ge-. 
neral d^rCy for peace : fuppofing, indeed, that 
fuch general exclamation had been raifed. But 
this I deny. The moderates (the patchwork- 
men — place-hunters, and dupes of place-hunters) 
wifli for peace, I believe; and fuch of the mo* 
nied men as have no advantage from lg»ns and 
contrafts, or as dread the confequences of a frelh 
loan : but as for the Jacobins — ^indeed, Mr. Burke, 
(maugre all your profound penetration) they are 
very indifferent about the matter: they know 
(as you do) that peace, undev exifiing circumjftanfcs^ 
could only be a hollow truce * : that the over* 
burthened labourer would ftill continue to be 
taxed for enormous fums to be fquandered in 
foreign intrigue, to difturb the tranquillity, and 
irritate the government of France ; and that 
** what nowJlandsfoT a government" in England, 

* Since this was written, I have feen a fpirited and well- 
written pamphlet, " Utrum Horum :-^Thc Government, or 
the Country," in which this idea is further purfued ; and the 
diftin^Vion between a real peace,, aiid a peace concluded by our 
prefent government, is ably marked. D. O'Brien — I obferve, 
with pleafore, he has not daubed his title-page either with Mr. 
or -i5/j.-^D, O'Bryen, and myfelf, dWer upon feme points-— 
our habits, and, perhaps, our objeds, are fomewhat diffimular ; 
but different mediums do not prevent us froip feeing the fame 
great glaring truths. 

Ha I mean 



( 5^ )\ 

(t riiean JPift and Ha^kefi>ury*s difcordant cabal) 
ha9= mjured the Ffeixsh R^pubBe foo outfag^oufly 
evet f6 forgive il In fbort, theyknow tfiat there is 
no |)eace for Eurd|)e, fo lofig a» tbe unnatural alli- 
ance between the funding fyfteili arid the ba- 
rough-mongering (y&ttd laftsj tLtiA that, therefore, 
any thing (in how queftionable a fliape fo^Ver it 
xttVE^ eome) would b$, ultim^ately, a bleffirig, that 
Ihould bring this untiattSral alli^n<?e to the crifi^ 
of a ditotce. Sdoner or later, thi& crifiis, I be- 
lieve, moft cornel : and wheft it does come, *^ Pe- 
" rifh, the Botough-mongers,'* I fay, for one> 
. ** ahd^ let the public, creditor be fecured!" — In 
dfher words, ]^t corrtiptidn be deftroyed— let 
pMhderers and ruffians be difmiffed from power, 
lei pietifions be aboliffied, finecures be totally- 
subrogated, and the fdlaries of all offices reduced 
to a level with the mere rieceffary expences of 
tlie table arid the library, of a man of fcieBce arid 
public biifinefs : Let fimplicity and virtue be fub- 
flituted for oftentatious debauchery; arid thus 
let the peafant and the manufa6lurer.be redeemed 
from raifery ; and, at the fame time, the thou- . 
fands, and -tens of thoufands of virtuous families^ - 
whofe zmlt-earned competence is now vefted in go- * 
vernment fecurities, be preferved from hideous' 
ruin. Thus it is, and only thus^ that the joint ^ 
dbje^ican be attained, and thejarfirig interefts 

of 
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of the ilock-=holder, aod the produaive latiourcr, 
be united. 

But if Mr. B/s extravagant pifture of Briti{h 
Jacabinifm has nothing to do with the argument 
on Regicide Peace> it has fomething to do with 
that which is of infinitely more importance:, it 
has foniething to do with our palladium. Trial 
by Jury ; . it has fomething to do with all the yet- 
remaining fences of our little, little liberty — ^with 
all that ftands between the bead of the patriot 
amd the axe of minifterial vengeance. 
. But take it not upon credit. Truft not to my 
dffertion. Read the book yourfelves — or rather 
the books : for the parts in which they differ, and 
the jwtrts in which they agree, are equally im* 
portant . to the juft difplay of the temper and 
views with which they were compofed. Con- 
fider the whole. Compare together the refpec* 
tive parts ; and if ever you' execrate again the 
names of Robefpierre and Marat, without glow* 
ing with fuperior deteftatiori for Edmund Burke; 
it is only, becaufe it is in the nature of man, that 
reafon fhould be the fool of imagination, and that 
guilt ftiould lofe its guiltinefs in our eyes, when 
impotence prevents the perpetration of its ma- 
Jice* 

Hear, for example, his affefted lamenta- 
tions over " the total relaxation of all autho- 
rity," 
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"rity*/' the '* hiefficiency of tribunah," the 
backwardnefs of whofc " moft eiBTcntial members'* 
(the juries, I fuppofe, he means) to execute the 
bloody mandates of a minifter, ik defcribed, with, 
infidious obfcurity, as -a *' difowning of the go-- 
•' vernment." See, alfo, his furious attack upon 
the Houfe of Lords, becaufe that " higheft tri- 
** bunal of all," would" not indulge his rhetorical 
Ipleen with the condemnation of Warren Haft- 
ings. There was no evidence, it is true : no cafe 
made out. But what of that ? Mr. Burke can 
have no idea of ** the reafon, and equity, and juf- 
** tice," of that " fevere and aweful — ^living law," 
to which he fo pompoufly appeals, unlefs trial 
and condemnation are one and the fame thing ; 
and accufation, fentence, and execution follow 
each other with as mechanical a certitude as the 
conclufions of a mathematical problem refult 
from its premifes— Without this, it is " dead and 
, '* putrid ; infufficient to fave the ftate, but potent 
^ to infea and to kill." 

But ** the very ftorm and tempeft of his rage," 
are referved for the treafohable acquittals — for trea- 
fon, it feems, it was, that we (hould be acquitted; 
That Lords and Commons fhould have joined to- 
gether in votes of prejudication — that Minifteni 

♦ Letters, p. 19, and 20. This is one of the additions, for 
tbc porpofe of working up which to due fublimity, the work 
has been kept iix mouths in the prcfs. 

and 
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and Crown Lawyers ihould have projefted and 
planned fuch elaborate profecutions; and twifted 
and twined, and diftorted all law and common 
fenfe, till the very ftatutes of the realm, and the 
Englifh language itfelf, were turned infide out, 
and logic and jurifprudence walked topfy-turyy, 
like the captive king of the Antipodeans, in 
Chrononhotonthologos — that his own moftfub* 
lime and inventive genius (hould have been em- 
ployed in arranging, drawing out, garbelling and 
embellifliing "Reports of Secret Committees*" — 
that Cotirts of Special Commiffion fhould have 
been adorned with fuch pomp and circumftance 
— Bedlam, Bridewell, and the (lews, fo ranfacked 
for collateral evidence, and nature's loofe analogies 
explored for moonfliine links of unconnefted fafts: 
that Judges, Counfel, and Witneffes, fliould have 
been fo well chofen, and fo well paidf , and Juries 

fo 

♦ This, is believed to be one of the imfiortant/ervlces for which 
Mr. B. received that penfioti of 4000I. a year, which he fo 
modeitly afiuresus, ** is no more than he deferved ! !" — L^t/er 
. fo a Noik Lcrd, 

f All the witneffes were not paid alike ; or with equal go<|i 
will. The honeft fellows fiom Sheffield were difhiifred with 
the price of an outlide paffage on the coach, and about 79. for 
cxpences on a journey of 200 miles. My very valuable and 
lamented friend, the late John Stuart Taylor, of Norwich, 
when he applied to a certain gentleman in office, or Jack 
in olfice, which ever you pleafe to call him, for thofe fixed and 
regular expences, which the fubpoenaing party always pays, to 
every profeffional man, during the time he* is withheld from 

hJS 
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fo catefully felefited, with fuch due proportiiani 
on each pannel^ cf 'contradors/police magiftrateg^ 
and tradefinento iHcToyal family*; and yetj.afecr 
ally that we fiiould come off with our heads upoii 
our Ihouldefs, and -*' the CROWN retke dif- 
*^ graced and defeated tfrom ITS courts," with 
oiily the folitarj% amiigwms confolation of execute- 
ing one of its own fpies — ^this 

*' Is grief too fierce for nerves like his to bear, 
•* And claims the horrors of a laft defpair!** 

He raves til] he foams again. Like a wounded 
elephant, his enemies having efcaped, he turns 
his fury upon his friendsr— upon himfelf— upon 
thofe very pavillions and edifices of ftate he was 
armed and caparifoned to defend ; andfour dread 
pages t of fplendid ruins, are covered over with 
froth and blood. - 

his bufinefs, was anfwered with furly infolence---" Expences, • 
•* Sir — for fach a witnefs as you ! Do you think it was for 
** this you were brought up to London ? You * were tx* 
♦* peded to give evidence on the plirt ttf tthe cros^n, not on 
**the part of the prifaner'. 1 !'*— When the Lynams, the 
▼aylor», the Grovefes, the Timfes went for their ep^eitces, 
was there any demur? ? ? No, they had faid all that was dt- 
pe£ted — ^and almofl every word of it had been proved td ^>e falft. 

* * To the immortal honour of thofe men— to the honour of 
X)iir national chara6ter, this was not a fufficient inducement to 
thofe h<Jneft men to bring in a verdid for the crown againft 
the evidence. ' 

f Letters, p. 19 to 32. 

« The 
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' t** The higheft tribunal of all is, deprived of all 
" dignity and efficiency," — " Public profecutions 
^ are become little, better than fchods fpr trea- 
** fon ; of no ufe but, to improvo the dexterity of 
^ mmkaJs'' [i. e. reformers] ^' in the myftery of dvir- 
^ fioni^ [i. e. of avoiding the.fui^ if perjured fpks /] 
^ to (hew with what complete impunity men 
*' may confpire againft.M^ comrnon WEALTH,'* 
[that is to fay, in plain EngliOi, againft tkecorrup- 
tioHS of a gang of borcmgh-mongers^^the PLUNDER 
if a hard of placemen and penfioners /] ** to fliew 
" with what fafety affajfins may attempt it$ awfrtl 
^'head!" 

There is a gradation, it feems, in konmrable 
obloquy: but furely we are now at the ladder's 
top, Mr. Windham made us white-wafkedfekmh 
Lord Grenville fiained ns wiih moral guilt ; and 
'Mr; B. has dubbed us ASSASSINS, It would be 
curious to know what epithet this Gentleman ! / / 
would give to thofe ruffians (mqfify in the pay of 
Government ) who were concerned in the meditated, 
attempted maflTacres of Lynn and Yarmouth ! — ^In 
the mean time; I wonder how juries relifli thefe 
things.. But it matters not. They are not to 
be ufed any more, I fuppofe, onfuch occafion$. 

Having cxhaufted his ftock of Newgate wit, 
the metaphoricaU Proteus now turns his hand to 
ihedfcine and furgery, and cures low fevers with 
amputation and the cauftic. It muft be confeffed, 

I however. 
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however, that his language is fufficicritly fcientific. 
♦* Whilft the diftempers of a relaxed fibre progmftu 
** cate and prepare all the morbid force of convulfion 
** in the body of the ftate, the fieadinefs of the 
'^ p^yfici^ is over-powered," &c. " The doSor 
*^ of the conftitution fhrinks from his own ope- 
" ration. He doubts and queftions the falutaiy 
'* but critical terrors of the cautery and the knifed 
The doftor thus difgraced, anon he becomes a 
foldier, learns the Brunfwick march, and." takes 
" a poor credit even from defeat/' Then again 
he is an eulogift ; a politician ; a lawyer ; a re- 
furre6tion-man, dealing in rotten carcafes \ a 
^^ jurift ;" a letter-founder, and a printer's devil j 
an engroffer of parchment rolls, and an engravier 
of \)r?izen tablets: and all in one fingle page. 

And now he is a dancing raafter, whimfically 
enough employed in " bowing to the enemy 
" abroad," which, it is fagacioufly remarked, is 
not the way " to fubdue the confpirator *" who is 
breaking the fiddle " at home/' Having dif- 
played thefe harlequin tricks in his own perfon, 
he proceeds to try his dagger of lath upon other 
objefls. In ten little lines " anarchy" is a rattle- 
fnakej a ^^ focus y'. endowed with magnetic 
powers J a *^ venomous and blighting infeft,'* that 

* C(mJpirator! fingular number! — " A maa ?nay tonfpire 
with himfelf ! ! V'^Chief Juftice %\K^.~^tate Trials, King v. 
].Thdwz\\,^/tkJay. ■ . - . 

blafts 
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** blafts and ftirivels, and bums up the pfomife of 
" the year," occafions ** falutary and beautiful 
" inflftktions io yield dt^ and fmuti^ and turns " the 
" harveft of the law to ftubble." At lail, to 
crown the whole, tired of s^iculture and natural 
hiftory, and having panted round the whole cir- 
cle of meta|>hor, he' returns, like a hare to the, 
fquat he ftartedfrom, takes up his old profef-* 
fion of phjrfic 'again,* and gives us an emetic of 
puftles and blotches, and ^ eruptive dife?ifes/* 
which .*^ fink in ^nd re-appear by fits.'* The ma- 
lady> however, which is now under; his C9jre> 
whatever it may be, hats, fomehow Or oth^r, a> 
eonverf^e faadtyr-^ fort of inteUeRual ^^ fM^l^^ 
which holdk treafonable correfpondence ^* with 
** the fourceof regicide," and cunningly^ " waUs> 
" for the favourable moment of a freer conimu-; 
" hication to exert and to encreafe its force." 
This is really the mod intelligent, artful, intri- 
guing, philofophifing difeafe I ever heard ofi 
What a lofs to the readers of *^ Medical Tranf- 
*^ aftions," that the doctor has not favoured jua 
with its name, its diagnofis, and the peculiar ch^r 
raftcriftics of its exterior fymptoftis. 

Wonderful man ! mofl; incqngruous, and moft 
brilliant phenomenon of genius ! how haft thou 
the power to make even nonfenfe fafcinating, and 
give charms to flieer malevolence ! Thou art, in- 
deed, a compound at once ftrange and terrible : 

I 2 but. 
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but, it muftbe confeffed, thou art anentertaimag 
mohgreL .Full of beauty, and of ferocity, as Ac 
rcyia/btsAof Behgal ; and driven onward fay tbe 
feme bliildimpul£e of rage and ravin-^tfay hide- 
bus Mar' is ever prophetic ijof. blood u But i^.-'Ao^ 
<< tyger fe frequently loft in the ape »'' .iui4. indigo, 
naiioci ii diiaimed. by fpfendid abfiur^^ r«*-whtlb 
the tricks- and andcs t>f a.wjOdir tyiis$v9^mty ftao^ 
tic uhagkiation have aJ fcH^t.of witching, cliarav 
tliat dcsfibs thfe fober Ihverlty t>f jiiflgment, :aiid 
occafi<Mis eVentfae abfoniity itfd^ to bCiaccdpfeed 
as a fott of atonement for tha depravity weihpuld ' 
dfc abhor } \ , / . . . >. , 

But let us not forget444br^if vo^a ^uld» there 
'are others who will remeihberyithat didib'trbpesy 
and mt\ttpbo»y and allegories, however wild alnd 
incdhei^t in Uiemfelves^ att point to one deter- 
mmate ofajed— -all lead to one conclufion: name- 
ly/ thai the eighty thouiand jacobins (more or 
lefe) who ^re fo firmly grounded in- t^e< tnrth 
mid purity of their fentiments^ that no fephiftical 
^ realbninjf/' no hackney >" argument^ of pre- 
jtidic^of corruption, •* no example** of govern* 
ment fpies caught in their own vile nooxe/^* no 
^vcnerabk authority!- can have the flighteft in- 
^* fluence- upon them;" and whofe con^uA is fo 
ftri^tly conibnant with benevdence and jiiftke; 
that when the crown (that is to fay the minifter) 

' brings 



( ^fi )) , 

briftgs tKeid .before a jmyi howfo^ver felefied^ 
aoid of ; t!rh0injfoeyet:coiiqHrftdj it netires from it% 
cQUrte defeated fm4't4ifgr»«d— T^iat thefe.jde- 
^ftable jfic^l|ii|^r-?th^^ejg^tjr thoufaa4 ;<<rwi** 
11^ a^a|i>ft whpm,ityq crimc/can be praved^-^thefe 
CoofpijiaitQxSjf , , wha , Dever ^«fc cqnfjnp^d i-^. jthefo 
^SbO»s, ^h9^ cmljr^^4^geri^rea£bpv and^whofe 
<Mily..fword i^ |rwtb7--,the n^ridia»^^,1^ 
being th^jf j^dark » lanj^rn, find gubUcitj. -tiKp. 
9pl3f cloak-77*|iefe^,arf j^tp |[)e lubijjittgd^toj^b^ 
prompt executipn of the; cfxtejy and tlif ku^e; 
to be cut aad burnt ,^wa^, like warts, from the 
eruptive body. All, all who dare to cx)mpUijgp 
though oppreflioa were ^heaped upon oppxeffion, 
" till it o'ertppp'd 01ympus"-^all, all who dar^ to 
wilh for change, . (though • tyranny grew black as' 
thick^ft-o^ljit^.and cqqr^ptioA ftank in our very 
pottage,) all -prie: :to ^be fwept away. Juxprs 
(unlefe juries: can be* regulated by fonae new 
faihion) muft no more be trufted with fuch ^pn- 
fpirators: for jurors are confpirators themfclves 
Tjr«" the acquittal of the ccmfpirators is a proof 

V of the ^ ejftent to wl}ich the confpiracy, had 

Y fpread *." <Iyries will not do : our prefent 
^•ibunala ar^ not| efficient. They were inftituted 

1 .'■ '• : ; 

* Such was the audacious language of William Pitt. His 
mind feems pretty well difpofed for the adoption of f^ cautery 
and^ the Inife. His Jleadinefi would* not be much werfimatred 
by the oJteraiUn, * '^ % • • - * i 

for 
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for tte purpofe of chaftifirig criminal ACTS^— 
liicy cannot reach OPINIONS with -fufficient 
certainty;— iiK^ t^e SWORD can. « Out the 
•* word came; and it never went back*:" nor 
ever can get back. Mr. B. indeed foon repented 
that he had let it oiit ; and endeavowed to recal 
It : but in vain. It had efcaped into the hands 
6{ Mr: O^en ; and by means 6f a fortunate 
qtiarrelj -btflween the apoftate politician and the 
apoffile bookfeller, behbld— we have it. It is 
before the world. It is in print. " The type 
*' is black and legible;*' and both " the /efter,'' 
9iid the fpirit are ** c/ear.** 

" I have formerly heard," fays he fy wi/^ more 
furprife than ^^ fatisfaSUorii* that "* opinions are 
" things out of human jurifdiftion," — that " you 
** can never extirpate bpinion, without extir- 
" pating a whole nation." He then proceeds 
to argue both the prafticability, and the propriety 
of this forcible extirpation; maintiaining the juf- 
tice of "/war againft opinion J," and even affirm- 
ing, in round terms, " when I am told it is a war 
** of opinions, I am told it is the moft important 
** of all wars §." He does not, however, negleft 
the opporttmity of expofing the inconfiftency 
Qf his antagonifts. I am glad he does not. I 

* l^etters, p. 1 7 1 . f Thoughts jp. 63.^ Ibid. 64. 

$ Thoughts, p. 66. 
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would not have the intemperance, or the injuftice, 
of either party fpared. All perfecution/from 
whatever quarter it come, (and I call all war 
. upon opinion, all profectttion for opinion, perfe- 
cation) is equally deteftable : nay, if the thing, in 
itfelf, is capable of aggravation, that aggravation it 
receives, wheti it is appealed to by the friends of 
liberty. Let priefts and tyrants take fhelter in 
their inquifitions, their ftar-chambers, and their 
courts of law, where their blind deity, with the 
two-edged fword, uplifts her fcales, in pageant 
mockery, but ftrikes as power dire£ts. We have 
a goddefs of more perfect organ — ^far-feeing Rea- 
fon, of ft^adier balance, and unweaponed hands 
but, yet, of force that cannot fail of viftory, if we 
have faith, and truft in her omnipotence. 

Why ftiould any advocate for freedom have loft 
his temper, or his confiftency, on account of any 
nonfenfe which Mr. Heeves might choofe, or be 
hired, to write, about the trunk, or the branches 
of a rotten tree ? In the name of wonder, what 
can we wifli for more, than XhsXfufh talents fhould 
be employed mfuch a caufe. I, at leaft, have never 
fufpe£ted Mr. Reeves of being one, who, if the 
Thames were a fire, would know where to run for 
water to put out the flames. But if ever it ihould 
pleafe the gods to enable him to write any thing 
worth anfwering, let us hope that pen, ink, and 
paper will riot be wanting, Write away then, 

, Juftice 



jy^adlefe wights with Grub^teeet '^-IrQmihawks ;" 
fif]^ ioclite new " Thqughts*'- fotM^i^ who^nevcr 
th^*' h megiiwluJie, pfoceed to e;»minethe«T*- 
^ment^ ofypur mo?e potent coAdjutor* 

." As to the m€re matter <jf txfirpafkm,'- (ay$ |ie, 
". of alt kinds of opinionsi wheiber right cv wrongs 
^, without the. «itfirpatidn of a people f *'-rO cer- 
tainly : it fs not ncceffary to e^tirj^te the TcAo/r 
people.: Cut but the throats of that prthn of a 
|>eopk\dE)o hold the obnoxious opinion^— 5<?i«f 
Rarthlmife Jtheoir— nay ^ that mformed, d^cufing por* 
tioaof thein-r^tlKtt aXMkenedy^kAe^ energetic* band, 
fudb at the profcribed: eighty thoufand of this 
cwntry, over whoDi "no. eA?<?«fp/r'* (however ter- 
rible) *^ no venerabk Mihmky can hwe the flight* 
•^ eft influence"?*-£)sc? iut Sartkohm^e tkem, »and 
the Uufinefs app^^rs to be done. And this, feys the 
Oracle, of ariftocratical abhorri^nce; of maffacre 
and cruelty^—** this, is a thing fo very, common^ 
" that. would be clouded and oMcured^ rather tfesin 
f* illuftrated, by examples." . . : - v " 

Mr. B, was. very much in the right torfave him* 
felf from the^coofufioa, in which partifciilar ftate- 
ments would hav^; imvolved hini, by tbis round 
fand general afferflon; for certainly, if he had 

;.* Thoughts/i^n the Englifli Government; '.: * 

' f ^ Thoughts on x\m Regicide Peace, p. 64, 
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come to clbfe quarter wit^ fafts, none of the par- 
tietilar ftatements would have anfwered his pur- 
pofe: certainly the maffacre of the proteftants, 
by the humane and politic old defpotifm of France, 
would not : though for this oMvferioui Machiavel 
(for the Italian did but jeft) could, perhaps, affign 
a reafon. The thing was not thoroughly done, 
it is true, that the Chand Mbnarque having deter- 
mined to ^^ exert a vigour beyond the law," ^nd 
haying given orders accordingly*, ** there were 
••killed in the city of Paris, that day and the 
*' next, above ten^houfand, whereof above five 
"•^hundred were\)*aTons, knights, and gentlemen, 
•** who were purpofely met together, from all parts, 
** to honour the king of Navar's marriage." — It is 
true, ** Gafper de Coligny, the famous admiral," 
(one of the leaders of the Hugonots) " was pulled 
-** out of the ftable, and cruelly abufed by the fury 
** of the common people," (this was a royalift mob 
—a mob hired, inftigated,mar(halled by the re^lar^ 
conftituted government) *^ who detefting his very 
** name, tore his head from his flioulders, cut off 
" his hands, and dragging him through the ftreets 
** to the place of execution, left him hanging by 

* Se? EngUih Tranilatioa of Dwlla^ p. ^74, 37$, aad 
376, edit. 1647. See alfo for the horril)lc particuiars, " Hif- 
*♦ tory of the bloody Maflacres, &c, in 157a*' (extracted from 
y Thuanus's Hift. of his own tiracsj'* ani tranflatcd,) Lond. 
1674. 

K ** one 



( 66 ) 

• " one of his feet upon the gallows ; and a few 
** days after" (thefe were royalift cannibals!)** they 
" fet fire to it upon the fame gallows, half burning 
" it, with barbarous rejoicings ; their cruelty find- 
" ing no end, till two fervants of the Mareflial de 
** Momorancy ftole away the relics of his mifera- 
" ble carcafe, and buried them, fecretly, at Chan- 
« tilly/' It is true, alfo, that '* the day before 
" this terrible execution, the king difpatched 
" pofts into divers parts of the kingdom, coni- 
" manding the governors of cities and provinces 
" to do the like."— It is true, that *^* on the fame 
" night at Meaux, and the days enfuing at Or- 
" leans, Rouen, Bourges, Angiers, Thouloufe, 
** and many other places, but above all, at 
" LyonSy there was a moft bloody flaughter of 
" the Hugonots, without any refpeSl of age or fex^ 
" or quality of perfons." But it is true, alfo, that 
through the great extent, ^nd out of the whole 
population of France, there were only forty thou- 
fand men, women, and children put to the fword. 
There ought to have been eighty thoufand, rea- 
foning, difcourfing, enquiring adults, even if the 
population of France had only equalled that of 
Britain. Hence, perhaps, it was, that Hugonot 
Jacobinijm and Hugonot infideluy (or Hugonot herefy-^ 
for with ejlablijhed priejis they are ejfentially the 
fame !) inftead of being " extirpated" from 
" the vicinage of Europe," have been gaining 

ground 
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ground cvef fince, both in ^number of profelytes,; 
and extent of principle. 

Neither will " the wars of Charles V. and his 
** fucceffors," againft this fame Hugonotifmy better 
fupport his caufe ; as indeed he confeffes : though 
at the fame timehecautioufly obferves, that whether 
thofe wjars " might or might not" be juftified, " is 
*' a matter of hiftorical criticifm !" Nor yet will 
he be able to qupte, among his ** cloud of ex- 
" amples," the early perfecuticMis of the Chrif- 
tian fyftem of innovation and reform: a fyftem 
which, whatever Mr. B.'s mode of faith may fug* 
geft, went much greater lengths, with refpeft to 
a very tender fubjeft, than the wildeft Atheifm 
either of the French or Englifli Jacobins. The 
primitive Chriftians (as every fcholar knows) both 
upheld and praftifed, not only equality of rights^ 
but community of goods : (a wild and abfurd fcheme, 
I confefs ; and not prafticable upon any /arge 
fcale : but I fpeak to the doftrinal and hiftorical 
faft :) nor can the man who has ferioufly confider- 
ed the effential doftrines of that religion, view, 
without contempt, the oftentatious mockery of a 
modem congregation, who call it Chriftianity to 
keep " the poor, 4hc halt, and the blind," ftand- 
ing, at due diftance, in the aifles, while the well- 
dreffed clafTes are clofeted up in pews, lined, 
elevated, snd embelliflied, according to the rank 
and ftation of the occupants, liftening to a drawler 

K ^ in 
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in an awkward habit/a»d cooped up in a mahcv 
gany box, to jfoothe the pride of greatnefs with- 
obfequious exhortations, and terrify the abjeft and 
opprcffed into trembling fabordination, and reve- 
rence for their betters. Edifices, thusyjr/ outyBxc 
Pagan theatres; W Chriftian churches. What 
degree of perfecution this fyftem met with in 
Pagan countries, is a fubjeft of fo much con- 
troveriy among the learned, that I (hall not ven- 
ture to decide. Howevei^ that it was perfecuted 
in " that centre and focus of innovation," Judea, 
where it firft brojce out, is evident'; and that with 
tolerable feverity . It was perfecuted. Chrift be- 
cdme popular. His do6^rines became popular. 
— How could*do%ines fail of popularity, which 
contained fo many elementary political truths, 
and vindicated, fo direftly, in many refpefts at 
leaft, the P^ights of Man ? He did not fpare cor- 
ruptions, either in Church or State. He expofed 
the doftrines and the praftices of the priefts and 
the ariftocrats, the Pharifees and the Sadducees, 
the powerful, the wealthy, and the great. He 
collefted the people together, in great numbers, 
and leftured them againft exiting abufes; in the 
ftreets, in the wildemefs] in the fields, and on the 
neighbouring hills. The government was alarm- 
ed. They '* fought to deftroy him ;" and when 
they could not " lay hold of his words,** they fet 
gangs of ruffians upon him, to knock him on the 

head. 



head, with bludgeons and ftones. But ^ hn 
^* efcaped out of their hands, and got away/* In 
the nlidft of thefe perfecutions, the number of his 
profelytes cc^itinually encreafed; and fome of 
ihc.great men among the Jews^ Hike the peat man 
I had mentioned in the ^ Narrative of my arreft 
and treatment*") thought, " that men wh^ 
*^ had a heap of people ninnijig after them, 
*^ were beft in a place of fecurity/' He was 
fecured. A certain apoftate (his name was neither 
Edmund Burke, WilUam Pitt, nor fViUiam tVindkam 
— it was 5"*^^ IJcariot) took it into his head to 
perfecute the doftrines he had formerly fupport- 
ed ; betra/ed the caufe ; and accepted a peniion 
for ^* his puWic fervices." In fttott, Jefus Chrift 
was crucified, as7(^AG«^riiA/hasbeen tranfported; 
for expofing the corruption and degeneracy of 
the times, and preaching a great reform. But it 
was all in vain. Hang, tranfport, and crucify, a» 
long as you pleafe :, the fpirit of a great refor* 
mer, martyr'd for a glorious principle, will rife 
again. The phoenix mind fprings triumphant 
from the pyres and the winds, that fcatter the 
afhes of the martyr, propagate the prmciple« for 
which he fell. / 

Thus fared it with Chrifti^ity. The perfecu- 
tions it fuflfered, by dfasKin^ attention to its doc* 

* Tribune, vol. I. p. 89. 
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trines ^manyof which, particularly in the ftate' 
of fociety then prevailing, were excellently cal- 
culated to ittiprefs the general mind) contributed, 
more than all the tales of prophecies and mira- 
cles, with which it iecameiniqrporsitedy to fpread 
the fyftem, not only through Judea, but through 
" all the fiirrounding vicinage.'* // did continue t<r 
fpread fo long as perfeeutim continued -j and never, was 
merthr^wn till politic emperors (finding it a 
itfeful infirument of ambition) established the 

KAME, AND DESTROYED THE PRINCIPLE^ 

.But, fays Mr. B. opinions may not only be 
forced ; you may even force men into the for- 
cible perfecution of their own opinions : — " In-^ 
*' fiances enough may be furniflied of people who 
•^, have enthufiaftically, and with force, propa- 
" gated thofe opinions, :which,, fome time before, 
^' tjiey refifted with their blood *•" True : but it 
is a truth which makes terribly againft one^2St 
of his argument, and nothing for the other— for 
it tends to (hew (if brought to the teft of fafts) 
the great advantages which new opinions have 
ov^r the old, when driven to the. iffue of coer- 
cion. The prolelytizing army is always encreaf- 
ing; the army of eftablifhments always falling 
away. Many thoufands, in every long-continued 
ftruggle, begin with " refifting opinions with their 

* Thoughts, p. 64. 
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'^^ blood/' on account of their n(yoeliyy which they 
conclude with " propagating 1(eyen enthufiafti- 
^*' cally, and with* force,'') from a conviftion Of 
their truth. An Arnold, or a Dumourier, niay be 
dragged from the retreats of infamy, to prove that 
the Charapionsof Libert j^ may be bought by its 
foes. But the examples are worth but little, in 
the fcale of argument ; and, I fpeak it with 
glowing fatisfaftion, they are but few. As fbt* 
the voluniary, and unbought recantations, thej^ 
are all on the other fide. In ihort, '^ in the event 
^^of a ftriiggle;" fettled governments' may reft 
almoft aflured, that they muft conquer immedi- 
ately, or not at all. It is, therefore, a ferious 
thing, to bring matters to fuch an iffue. 

I rather fuppofe, however, that Mr. B. had his 
eye upon examples of another kind ; for fpeci- 
mens of which, not to burthen the reader with 
quotations, efpecially, as I have cited the paffage 
in a former publication * ; I refer to " Burnet's 
" Summary of Affairs before the Reftoration f." 
There he will find Lutherans^ Catholics^ and Cal- 
vinijls — that is to fay, Lutheran, Catholic, and 
Calvinift Princes — Eleftors^ Dukes, and Palatines, 
in abundance, changing, and re-changing their 
religion, as policy of flate direfted^ and propa- 
gating, with/(?rf^, at' one time, " thofe opinions 
» ■ * • 

* Pol. Left. p. SJ. On Prof, for Pol Opinion. 
t Own Times, vol. I. p. 14. fol. edit. 
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** whkh> before, they refifted THth their Wood :•* . 
—that U to fay, with the blood which they re- 
garded as theh' property — the blood of their fub- 
Je£ls : the faft bebg^ that, like princes and ftatcf- 
raen in general, they had no fettled opinion erf 
Wiy kind ; e;Kcept,''ll»C whatever tenided to gr»* 
tify their ufurping ambition, was to be purfued; 
ftod that every thing was to be " judged by moral 
** prudence" (of which they were fole umpires) 
*' and not by any abftraft principle of right ^/* 

But, ccMitinues the advocate of extirpation— 
" Rarely have everpe?X changes in opinion taken 
** place, without the application of force, mOre 
?^ or lefsf." True, Mr. B* — ahd for this plain rea- 
fon — governments have rarely wanted fuch coun- 
fellors as yourfelf, to perfuade them to drive the 
queftion to that iffue. Eftablifliments (however 
pure in the outfet) have never failed, in ^xoctkjoi 
time, to be infefted with innumerable corrup- 
tions. Thefe th^ governors have an intereft in per- 
petuating ; and, indeed, for the fake of that in- 
tereft, the corruptions have been generally infa-o- 
duced. To them, ** the beauty of all Conftitu* 
'* tions confifts in tliofc very corruptions of which 
" others complain J;*' for it is by the latter, not 

* Thoughts, p. ^4.^ + Ibid. p. 6$. 

X Speeches of the Right Hon^ W. Pitt, and Lord Mornuigp 
ton, on the Motion for a Committee to take into confideration 
the Petition of the Friends of the People. 
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the former, that their ambition is flattered, theit 
rapacity indulged, their patronage extended, and 
places and pcnfions. heaped " upon' themfelves, 
their families,- und dependants^ Thefe corrupt 
tions aie therefore artfully confounded, and in* 
corporated, with the original inftitutions > arid the 
' inftitutions themfelves, . wider one pretence of 
othier, are artfully abrogated hy their pretended 
fupporters ; tiU, at Jaft, the whok is infected; and 
nothing but corruption remains. The enormity 
of the evil . produces complaint. Remonftrance, 
rejcfted aiid.defpifed^ provokes to keener difcuf- 
(ion, and more bold enquiry.. New theories aSfid 
new fyftems are ftarted, more conibnant with the 
liature of nxan, and principles of juftice ; arid the? old^ 
corrapted, dispirited, pfatchi^works of obfolete in- 
ftitution, and new-fangled ufurpation, are attacked 
with all the ftrength of argument, and the ardouf 
of principled conviftion. But corruption cannot 
ftand the tcfl: of enquiry. It flirinksfrom the 
galling prxjbe of truth. Its ftrength~corififts in 
*^ the morbid force of convulfion," not in th^ con- 
Xcioi^ etiergies of temperate health* It theref6re 
flies firnm argument^ and appeals to force: kar- 
ing, to the profcribed reformers, only the fad al< 
ternative of pcrifliing in thoufendSi according to 
- the example of thcHugpnots, and the advice of 
.Burke and Windham, by " a vigour beyond the 
^law," or of repelling force by force, with 
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fiealil or vi£tory' oh. their banners, tod on tlieir 
hearts, 

. Such has been the cafe in many a nation — ^iix 
Genoa — in Switzerland — in Holland twice^^in 
America ; and fuch was the cafe in France.- 
Opinion had grown till it had burft its chains j 
circumftances concurred that gave opinion weight: 
the court feemed to yield; but coercion was 
prepared. Monopolies (gigantic in wickednefs) 
were planned and executed, to put the fubfift- 
ence of the people in the power of their op- 
pre'ffors; and frefli maflacres were refolved,, and 
organifed : but the projeft tranfpired : force was 
repelled by force : Lambefque was difcomfited ; 
the people flew to arms ; the Baftille was taken ; 
Bfoglio fled; and faris efcaped^a fecond feaft of 
Saint Bartholomew. But ftill there were ftlver- 
headed traitors to the caufe of man, penfioned 
profligates, at the ear of royalty, advifing coercion 
— from within, or from without — ^it mattered not. 
A foreign combination produced a foreign war j 
and Louis XVI, who had fworp to defend the 
conjlimion of new opinions^ kept up (as Mallet du 
JPaUy his confidential agent confefles, in his Cor^ 
refpondance Politique pour SeHrvir a UHifiotr) a fecret 
intercourfe with the defpots who had leagued for 
its deftruftion. But furely the* '* great changes 
"in opmion,'* refuhing from ** the. application 
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^ offeree," in thefe inftances, ate not much caU 
culated to encourage eftablilhed governments tp 
a repetition of the Experiment. 

I do not mean to affert, that coercion Tias no 
influence over opiAion. I have not forgotten that 
the 4cfpotifms of China/ and Japan (defpotifms 
in which that promptconduftor and diiTeminator 
of intelleft, the prefs, is yet unknown*) did, by 
nipping Chriftianity in the very bud (long before 
it was eighty thoufand — perhaps before it was 
eight hundred ftropg) exterminate that religion : 
oty more properly, prevent it from taking root. 
Neither do I forget the prophet of Mecca and his 
armed apoftles ; who carried copviftion on the 
fabre's edge, propounding circumcifion or death. 
But Mahomet, and his Arabs, alfo, war againft 
Mr- B. : for here tie new opinion prevailed. And 
why did the new opinion prevail ? The anfwer is 
a dreadful warning. to old eftablifliments not to be 
eager for contefts of blood. . The new opinion 
prevailed, becaufe there is an incalculable dif* 
tance betw;een the energy and enthufiafm of a 
.new conviftion, and th^ fcience and mechanifm 
of ancient habits ; becaufe it is the former, alone, j 

that roufes thp full force of intelleft 2^nd valour, j 

* The Chinefe have an art of printing. But it confifts j 

in the ufe of logographic chara^ers, inftead of an alphabet : ' i 

U is, <»ccordinglyi a labour of many years to learn to rend \ 

their language. I 
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and '* faflfets not a p^rtick of the m^ to be 
*Moft:*' becaufe the old opinion depends upon 
rotin^; the new upon intrepidity and merit: 
bifecanfe in one, the mafe feel that they are no- 
thing 5 in the other, they rriay be every , thing 
they dare: bec^ufe the tftabliftirtiient takes its 
leaders, and muft take th&rfi, by n^r/ oflm&y^ 
fr3ra the court cabal $ the innovation yi?/?^ them 
^ from the ranks." In one cafe comnf^ands are 
tonfj^rred, that laurels may be reaped: in the 
other, laurels are reaped that commands may h^ 
obtained. Sijch^ " in the event of ^ ftruggle, -* 
are the advantages iu favour of the innovating 
ftrniy: and Mr, B. fee^, and has acknowledged 
them in all their ftrength. 
' Yet, ftill this champion of old fyftems main* 
tains, that new opinions may be, arid oug^t to 
be extirpated by force. They ought to be ex- 
tirpated for three reafons. i . Becaufe " OphdoH 
^ is the rudder (^ humoit aElion *.'* Granted. 
Granted, alfo, that " as the opinion is wife orfmlijli^ 
*' n)i0ous or morale the caufe of a^ioH is noxious or fa* 
^ lutary'' But who is to judge of this wifdom ojf 
this folly — of this vice or this morality ? Govtrth 
mem ! fays Mr. B. I fay no : for that thing calted 
governmeut, if th^re be corruptiop in the ftate, is, 
pf n^ceflity, the focu$ of tha,t corruption: That 
thing called government,' is compofed of a privi- 

t Thpughts, p. 65, 
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fcged few, whd always m^y have> ftiid, the hit 
t#ry of the world affures us, frequently have hdd, 
an intereft diametrically oppofite to that 6f th€> 
ftate. Was the court of Tarquiii, of Nero, of 
Caligula, Domitian, or Hiliagabalus, iil to big 
confuked fot ftandards of inoral and intelleft^al 
tafte ? Did they not mow down all virtue and ^tt 
wifdofn, ^nd propagate the moft <ieteftable vfceSi 
and the moft atrocious b^rbarifm ? Are the gti* 
terments of Japan, of Mc^rdcco^ of Algi^ts,. #t 
to be confulted a§ otaclefe updii thefe fubjc€ls ¥ 
If they are not, none are : jand for this f^afon^ If 
the government were ttn times blacker than alj 
that I have inftanced, it would fay that it was? 
pure ; and the fouler it was, the more dangerous 
to deny the di£tum. 

'Mo^ thefl is it to be decided? By petedeHt^f 
youfiy--^N05 for pteeedent i6 infinitely diverfi^ 
lied.' All thing$ may be fupported by precedent § 
and alj condemned. It would, therefore, revert 
to governments to decide what precedents were 
good, and what were bad 5 and all my forme*^ 
obje6tions recur-— -Sjy antiquity aHdefiabliJk^d ujt^et 
No; that would be to profcribe all improvern^nf 
-t— for all improvement i$ change of eftabliflie^ 
ufage. That would be to make the weaknclt 
Mid fimpKcity of childhood a ftattdard for the viJ 
jgour and intelligence of maturity % and to pl:ohi-» 
tit all the ?idvantages of experience. As Lord 
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Bacon obferves, in this refpefl:, wcy *u>ho live notv, 
arc, in reality y the ancients ; they are the jounger ^ene^ 
TMionstkat have pajfed before. 

. Every thing ufeful to man has refulted from this 
great principle. Every improvement, every in- 
vention, is an innovation, refting upon the fub- 
ft^tial data — that, by having all the experience 
of our. anceftors, with the addition of our o^n, 
we are wifer thari they ; and have a right, not 
only to imits^te, like apes, but to improve — to 
alter — to choofe, and to change, as men. 
. And is political fcience, alone, upon whofe im- 
provement depend the happinefs, and the lives 
f>f millions, and the creation, as it were, of new 
yrorlds of population, whofe embryonS are now 
perifhing in the dark and comfortlefs chaos of de- 
vouring defpptifm — h political fcieiKe alone to 
be an exception tD the rul^, and never to be 
lireeched in manhood, becaufe it has formerly beeq 
(incumbered with fwathing^bands and long coats ^ 
Qertainly; and, for this obvious re^fon, that the 
Burfes; who hold the leading firings, have ap^rofit 
in its weaknefs ; and muft lofe their places, and 
thejur perquifites, by fuch a change. The eafe 
^/ govefjinij&nts, and of arts and fciences, in 
^^fcisnefpeft, ^re faid to be effentially different ; 
but the difference confifts in this alone*: and if ^we 
b^d.^/government of tanners, and a priefthoodof 
fewyers, I hav^ np doubt that it would be high 
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( 79 ) ■ 

tteafon to drefs a hide after a new fafliion, knd 
blafphemy to. invent machines for fplitting tim- 
ber* 

t. ^' It has evet been the ^'eat^ primary objeS- 
of fpeculative and dodtfinal philofophyy to regu- 
late opinion.'^ Certainly, and this objeft has al- 
ways been, and of ne^ceffity muft be, moft eflfec- 
tually anfwered when opinion is moft fre€ 5 as 
indeed the very terms, " fpeculative and dodkihal 
** phiiofophy," when ufed in any fenfe of appro- 
bation, take for granted. Every body knows 
that philofophy means the love of wifdom-y and 
that to /peculate is to conjeSlure^ and pry ^ and enquire^ 
with a view to the difcovery of truths as yet unknown. 
So that fpeculative philofophy evidently means 
t^e love of that wifdom which cdhfijis in making en- 
quirie! and conjeSureSy with a view to the difcovery cf 
new truths ; while doSlrifial philofophy, or tlic 
philofophy oi teachings muft of neceffity mean 
that love of wifdom which dif plays it f elf in imparting 
to mankind the truths which ^ in the procefs of our con-' 
jeSlures and enquiries we may have dif covered. Now 
how can we fpeculate without the liberty of fpe- 
culation ? How can truth?, hitherto unknown, be 
difcovered, if we are not at liberty to conjefture 
and enquire? — And how can new truths be 
taught, if the philofopher is not at liberty to com- 
municate what his conjeftures and enquiries have 
led him to regard as true ? In fliort, how can 

there 
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tfc^e be any fwh thing a^ ** fpecul^tivoatid doc^ 
*-' trinal philofophy,'* if opinion is^ ijot left \^ 
fliackled ? It is not by coercion, but by difcuflipn, 
^4t opinion is to be regulated, apd the 4efir^ble 
efieels of morality and good QooduQ: arq to b^ ob- 
tained. But, 

^. '^ // is tiegr^at obje£l ^f ptitkal phUof^pky /# 
promoie that [apimn] which is found,'' Certainly, it 
^ the duty of the political philofbpher, and oC 
ev^ry philofopher, by every motive of reafon, anci 
every opportunity of difcuffion, to promote what-* 
ever appears to him to be found. But the difpo- 
fition to decide between foundnefs and unfouad:< 
nef$ by the faggot and the axe, corner notftom 
the fchools of philofophy, but from thofe of theo- 
^ logical contention* What follows, thereft)i?e, 
*^ and to EXTIRPATE what is mifckiisvi^usi . a^ 
*^ which direSlly tends to render men hadcniZ^^ft, 
** in the -lommumty^ and mifchievons neighbours out of 
^* /r," is a fophifm both in terms and fubftance. It 
is a fophifm in fubftance, in as much as the ftate- 
'Xijent being general, vague, and hypothetical, fur- 
niihes no juft foundatiorn for the particular conclu- 
fion meant to be interred. It is a fophifm in terms, 
in as much as the phrafe, " extirpating Mrhat is 
^* mifchievous," being fpoken in reference to the 
antecedent " political philofophy,*' demands afi^nt 
Qnly to the propriety of extirpating the fuppofed 
mifchievous opinion by philofophical means — •. 
.V- that 
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that is^ to fay, by means of reafeai, or fettirig one 
opinion againft another ; while the whole tenor 
of the argument would apply thiis aflent, not to 
extirpation by philofophyi but by the fword. 
—In this fenfe of the wprd,, therefore, I depy the 
propofition : a propofition, indeed^, which abfo« 
lutely begs the queftibn ; and affirms the very 
point it pretends to argue. I, on the other hand, 
affirm, that political philofopby has no right (ac« 
cording to Mr. B.'s jargon) to extirpate^ by force, 
any opinion whatever :-*-no, not eyen " the opi- 
*^ nion, that it is a man's duty to take from me 
** my goods> and to kill me if I refift him-'* . The 
fophift who jfhould propound fuch a dpftrine, 
Would be eafily confuted. [To fay, that he could 
not, is to admit that he is right | or to affirm, that 
falfehood is more convincing than truth : a di£tum 
that deftroys all morals,] He who ihould aH 
upon the doftrine, would, undoubtedly, be hanged. 
But fo long as indolence, or » fear, reftrains him 
from aftion, M^ c^/i^m, however abfurd, is peis 
feftly harmlefs ; and fociety ought to be fatisfied. 
It is fufficient for. the /<2W, that we fear the gal- 
Itms : Our friends and companions, it is true^ 
the guardians of our interefts, and the inftru£lors 
of our children, we would feek' among men who 
afiit upon more ^^enerpus principles. 

As for pulling down govemment9'<-«-in addition 
to the preceding argiiments, I ihall only add, that 
no man can pull down a government. But when, 
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liotaMan, bat ^ Pecpie, wills a grand rfihovan- 
flon, to feel th^ ze^/i/is alfo to be confcious^of the 
power : and, when the will and the pqwer coe 
operate, fophifts may ftriiig fyllogifms, like bead$ 
lipon a rofiary ; but while they are reaibaing, the 
thing is done. 

'Fortunately for mankind, this will is not lightly 
kifpired. It is not to be produced by declama** 
tions or logic. The fpeculative few will have their 
preferences, their theories, and their projeCfeetl 
improvementfi. Sir Thomas Moqr<? had his En? 
tppia; and Hume, hiriifelf, Iketched a fort of 
ground-plot for the Frenph Republic : but to the 
ihafs, evpn of thofe who have fojne f? tolf^ribl^ 
^* lei&re for difcuffio|i, and fome means of ibfpF** 
P mation," (fo long as thejr grievances are not 
Very galling) that which is will ^eneralty app^sur 
to be beft, merefly bf caufe it is ; ^nd beoauife thiit 
fpirlt of Nationality, which befongs to the wbple 
fpecies, oGcafioiis us to imbibe, with our very 
nUtrifitept, a prejudice in favour of pur Pfttioiu^ 
itiftitution$* Nay, ^ven the fpeculfitivfe f^w^ 
th^rnfelvds, frpm their very love of fpeci|lfiti09i 
till roufed by fome extraordinary pnovocfitivei 
prefer the very eftabSflxments they difapprove, t<> 
-the dang$t«, add the .trouble qf a chgngft.— 
Hume's Commoni|v:eait)| il^ for fiii;ty ywr«^ ^4 
the Eiilip^ Cmt whole' i^tt^^ on th^ fii9lyc$ 
ef the learned 3 and even .the ;pf>piiliur i9x^[liagf 
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Ydty Arming difcufliori, if thfe ^tiiet^VcmJitm^ 
ftijtoidnd- h^ hot pfe^difpAlfed ttiem ito ^xefebtt-* 
Wt nremttkitd l-^Let its ^nqttke ike iduftt ^ 
hi ihoit; in kll the jpagisr df iiiftoiy 'I hirtne ^ 
Tuftd, there ii not a fingle Jtiftance (itnd niott al*- 
^^tredijr rhavft not forgotten ^Prance) of i g;rtiati^ 
^opiilkr rcfvblriSbn taking pla<i:e, iifl grinding, -«ticl 
lotog-fcbhtiniicd bppreffion, ftaid rendered It abfo- 
lately tieceifaYy i*-till g^roaning Nature caHed f^^ 
tlte^be relief. - ^ '\ • ' ^ 

^ It is -not, therefore, V the tjkertnMatiba/rf 
eighty thoufand mal-cbntenrts atid -iheoretitial >re- 
fbnttfers, but by the ialleviation of, burthens, anfl 
thrertjftoratton of equal juftio^, ^hat iEtich rtrcMr 
tions are to be avoided, ft fe not by the perfe- 
^tibii bf ^^w opinions^ bat by the rejform of vhi 
iikijh, that cont^tttieht can 'be reftored,and tran- 
IJtiiHity pffeferved-to a ftatei ^nd govera'dtfr fl- 
ttii^ From the terrors of rdtributite jufticfe,' 
' "feuft, feys Mr. B. I do not mean to perfefctit^ all 
'fieiv ddSrinis. " f hedogidal opinions,^' for fex- 
'^nfpje, " ivhether found or erroneous, do not go 
^* diffeftly to the wdl-bdng df focial, tif civH, or 
*^' Of pftlitlc fociety." [If 1 were difpbfed to give 
a clue tb one fort of perfecution, While I repro- 
i)ate another, I could mention fottit theological 
opinions which ^pear t0iine,at leailt^ito go more 
dire6liy to the deftni£^40n*;of all focial, mbial^:aiid 
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poUtic%l vir(^eJ (hap my tWpg of which At^ififi^ 
itfelf was , ever accufe^: " If I were the Deity// 
iays • Plutarc^> whq, 'by-jthe way, -was.hixafclf a 
prieft-^but jie waa, alfo, a. phjlofpph^exr-ra moral 
jpbil9l9pher I--^f If I w^re the Deity^ L.^^opldra- 
** ther , that .men fliould deny my. exifleivce, 
** than fay, that I was crud, jealauSj, .lafciviau^ 
'* or revengeful*."] The theolo|gtcal dogmatifta, 
he continues, " did not preach yipes or ^rime$^7 
{How, Mr. B. — did they not preach the crufa^ ? 
Did they not preach murder, affaflination, poiipn; 
ing, depofitim of Kings ^ the ax^e^ the halter, and .the 
faggot ? And did they not pra£life what they 
preached ?— But I forget myfclf— With the iingle 
exception didepofit^ kings^ all that I have obje£led, 
inftead of vices and crimes, are virtues, in Mr- ^If^/s 
'poUtko-mral code, Nay^ even fuqh die^pofrtion lii^^^, 
provided the power be transferred only to t^ 
privileged bodies, and feudal proprietories of the 
" old Germanic or Gothic cuftumary,*' may be 
perfeSly innocent, and even prpife- worthy; for 
" indeed, the force and form- of the inftitution, 
"called States, icontinued, in greaier p^r/^Siwu^ i^ 
** thole republican communities (in .^hich thp 
" clafles^ orders, and diftindiions, fuch a$ \)eiox^ 
" fubfifted, or nearly fuch, were ftill left) than un- 
•" der monarchies f."] " The parties^" fays he (the 

, * I q^te from memory : but I know,- rfiai in fentiment,' I 
i^m corred* f Letters,, p. izi. 
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religionifts) " difputed on the beft means of pro* 
** moting virtue, religion, and morals." And 
!what do the Atheift and the Chriftian difpute 
about ?-*-Why, whether religion is, or is not, the 
beft inftrument for promoting morals and virtiie*. 
Men may differ upon this point, as well as upon 
th)e qucftion,.t)f which fort of religion (from the 
"Egyptian: faith, ^in calves and onions, to the or- 
thodox irietaphyficianV, in an ihcbmprehcnfibte, 
: immaterial^ triune Deity) and yet both parties may 
be good membiers of fociety. Do you try our 
lives by our. opinions,, or bur opinions by. our 
jijvesf, Neither would be juft: for man is an in- 
congruous animal. But fiirely, the latter wene 
•the. moiie candid : and, upon this foundation^ I 
would be bound to bring Atheift s into court, before 
virhom the. pious, impetuous, hireling apoftate of 
JBepcQnsfield,muft hide his head in confufioh. 
:,.Ppini^6&.eertainly have their tendencies with 
refpe^i. to moral charaftef. . But opinions arc 
inultitudiuQUs. They proceed not from any 
one common ftock. They fpring up from matiy a 
WiWly fcattered.feed. They bloffom on innumera- 
hlt ftems. Detefted, therefoi'e, be the bigptry th&t 
condemns the whole foil, on account of one ranjc 
weed : that, from a patticulat dd6trine, however 
erroneous, would argue the immorality of a gd- 
aeral chajrafter! 

. . * They difpnie^ alfo^ wheUier religion be true or jblfe. But 
With this abflraAinn^ %hc politician has nothing to do. 

But 
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Put " \% there no daftiASioa between, an in- 
** nocent &nd mcteri liberty/* and opinions thttt 
ate. " the ^iteft higUipwiy to feverjr crimd dud 
^* evftry vice ?"-2i-Muft government " either dirdw 
^ the bridle itei the nec^k of headlong nature, dr 
.** tie it up for evfer to the poft* ?'' The fopbain 
isiftated with mod: plaufible fubtilety; a»d :d^ 
i&iHe is tf uely fafcinating : and r^tti miupidnid 
fltafl acknowledge tbemfelves to be hoifcS:**^-dr 
that their governments ate created Jbr the ^xprefs 
{mrpofe of riding them, then will it ftrifiUy app4y : 
then will it be tight, that ospiiiidti fliould be 
lafhed round the ftation-poft, till it isbroken4h 
to the tafte of the ridef . But fo totfg a^ men 
and their goverhars are animals of thefd^ 
-order—^fo long as the great body of Ate people 
have a common wiui^ and that little corpcnratisti 
called Government, a particular one — fo long 4s. 
rulers have an interoft, and betray an indiniktion, 
to confider every thing as " aft innocent and 
" pjoral libert) ,'* which tends to pamper their 
ambition and rapacity, or fencrekfe theif power; 
and to reprefent all opinion inconfifieht if^jth 
their views, and hoftile to theiir Corrupt and def- 
jHJtia pride, as " th^ down-hill way to ev«ry crime 
■f^ and every vice" — fo long (*hat is \b ^fiiy, «rs 
-long as political fodety e:«^s) will it be mitt* 
more dangerous to the peace and we^ire diidk^ 
univei:fe,tdgivethetein8 to thatdreaidWar-Horfe, 

* Thoughts p. 66. 
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Coiiftkuted l*ower.T«w^(j^ neck is chthed with thun^ 
4&ry the glwy $f wiofe nqftrih is terrfiU^ and wAo 
fivalkweihthe gfo^d with Jiercimfs and rage, than to 
throw them loofe on the neck of the h^dkxig colt 
C>piijioni who, though he may fnort, and ci^rvet, 
and frolic through a thoufand extravagancies, will 
niever, unlefs cruelly Jaflied and goaded, commit, 
any ferious depriedations, or do irrep^uraible mif- 
cbief, either to hirofelf or other $• 

TJiis metaphor is, however, an important part 
of Mr.. Burkfg's fiatemjenti itefoiuch, as it proves, 
that his obfetfvations on thV forcible extirpation 
pf opinion, are intended to apply, not only 
to the foreign war, but, alfo, to tht Domefiic 
Enemy. Here, then, the argument, as far as fo- 
lates to the developement of the mind and ob^ 
jefl: of the writer, is completer— And thus it 
ftands : - ^ 

There are, in this country, ." eighty thpu&nd 
^* JacoUns, utterly incapable of amendment, over 
^^ whom no argument, no etampk, no v^ne^ 
*^ i^ble authcority, xsan have the flighteft inj[u- 
f'ence.'* '" i j 

Thele'Ja^o^is have been tried, in Ae perfons 
of their fii^pofed toacjiers; but ^^ the tribttnals 
^* have been found . inefficient ;'' >the JuHes, [pj 
finding them ^ Not Gttiky '*) have " difowned the 
^•govercun^ /' aadfVpubUc.prdfooiiions have 
f* become meris ichopls of ifreafon/* • 

But 



( ^ ) 

But opinions, if they cannot otKerwHe be 
checked, oAJght to be *• extirpated by force :*' the 
prafticahility of wkich may be proved "by a 
^ cknid of examples J' 

, jBr^t^-T-Eighty thpufand Jacobins ar^ to he 
forcibly got rid of, at any rate ; " by the caxtftk 
** and the knife ;" by fire and fword— by inoek 
trial, without Juries to " difown the govern- 
" ment," — or by the murderous tumults of Lynn 
and Yarmouth bludgeon-men. 
, Such, my fellow-citizens ! are the propositions 
and denunciations of the confidential hireling of a 
court, which yet fills the world with fenfelefs 
bowlings againft cannibal philofophy, and affe£ted 
exaggerations of revolutionary maifacres ! ! !. And 
tofliew you that! the infinuations of Mr^B. are 
npt raflily, or unadvifedly made — ta (hew you the 
objc£t of his infhiuations — and that thefe hints do 
actually, and bmn^fide^ come from the .governing 
powers, for the purpoie of preparing the public 
mind for forae frefli member of " ^diXAHpremoufiydi^ 
" geJledploHi crferies^ofmeafuves^' hinted .at in the 
memorable debates of the laft feffion ; effential 
parts of the language of thefe pamphlet^rr-Jm- 
portaot branches of this fyikgifmiOfmsffacrey .a'ro 
inceflfently propounded by all the mctmbers aid.de* 
pendants of the gavernment;.no Opportyniiy;*£k 
negleSed of.inful^ing and r^obatitag^.the Junes 
who were guilty of the i/e/^/orf^'i acquittal ; the 
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ciicumfiiince is opi^Iy connected with everjr mo* 
tion and pmpoiitton for encreafing the military 
force ; and Mr. Pitt (even fince thefe iheet& hay« 
been at the prefs) m a debate {0&. 31.) upon that 
ytryfab}e&y affirms, that) notwithfbinding the 
iflue of the trials, Bine-tenths of die nation are 
cionvinced c^ our guilt. The inference is plain. 
It is a commentary (a tremendous commentary, 
coming from fuch a quarter) On the intricate, yet 
not obfcure text of the arch-apoftate to Arifto- 
cratic moderation I The ordinary phyfic of the 
ftate cannot cure the difeafe ; even extraordinary 
potions have been adminiftered without eflPeft ; 
ted as foon as the body politic (that is to fay, 
the body of <* political citizens,"— the privileged 
•• four hundred thoufaiid,") can be properly pre- 
pared for the operaticMi, r^cOurfc miift be had to 
^ the cautery and the knife." 

If this is riot fuffickht to open your eyes, the 
laft trumpet alone can awaken you. If this is not 
fufficient to rdufe you to frefh vigilance, frefli 
exertion, elofer intercourfe, arid intrepid unani- 
mity, ye are dead — yt are loft, not only ** in Ae 
'* Oblivious pool," but 

<^ la bottomle^ perdition } there to dwell 
** In adamantine; chains^'' 

'Think, 1 conjure you: What is the profpeCt 
held o^t to you? — For yourfelves — ^unqualified 
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fubmiflion, or the prompt and deftroying ven- 
geance of fome new mode of legalized maflfacre^ 
or military execution :-r-for your children — the 
tombftones of progenitors, who, though bom to 
a degree of freedom, which they were bound to 
improve, and had no right to alienate, yet relin- 
quiihed the patrimony, with criminal fupinenefs^ 
and left to them, for their inheritance, beggary, 
and accumulating chains ! 

Roufe, then, once more, to the inveftigation of 
your rights : for, if ye will be ignorant, ye muft 
be flaves. Truft not your hopes to a blind fata- 
lity. Repofe. not in the indolent . expeftation, 
that the corruption of the fyftem will work its 
own cure. . That corruption will, I believe, in- 
evitably deftroy itfelf : Put the deftruftion of the 
tyranny is not, of neceflity, the emancipation of 
the flave. Almoft all are tyrants when they have 
the power: and the bebg, or the nation, that 
knows not how to maintain its freedom, when 
one yoke is broken, will find that another is 
prepared. Even if a continuation of the war, 
or the windrng-up of a peace, fliould bring affairs 
to a crifis — If, as is not unlikely, ere the clofe of 
this century of ambition, ufurpation, and carnage, 
prodigal expenditure fhould come to open bank- 
ruptcy, and the obftinate infatuation of courtly 
pride, ihould bring, at once, to their cataftrophe, 
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:.?;-; a fyftem of fioitors:; aiift a mimftry of crimes ; 
'Vvljow (hall^^ benefiiiJng by the 

';:' ; Went ? — How fliall ye feciire ycAirfelvesftbmnew 
^Eiffmodts of corruption j and new fyflfins W^Sppre^ 
&^>fion? How, but by Vigilent difcuflion, andwell- 
■J {grounded principles? -lij;' 

.%; Awake, then, once more, to the important' 
v:& ,v.cnquiry. Compare what ye are with what y? 
I ■>* ;ihave a right to be. Compare your powers 
.; ; and your faculties with your condition: the 
bounty of nature with your fcanty enjoyments, 
and imfatisfied wants: the wealth refulting 
^^ . from your produftive labour, and the abjeft 
>^- : wretchednefs of your general ftate. Compare 
•f ?v' thefe things, and confider well the caufes. Trace 
!-f ; them to their fources, in the nature of fome, 
j)|s' 5 and the corruptions of other, of thofe very infti-: 
;^: • tutiohs of the Q^:Germanic,or Gothic cuftumar^, 
>^;^ at the profpe^'^bf whofe appii^Biing overthrow^ 
10^:. the Yolcanie imagination of Bii^erpouis out fuch 
'^i v^^luges of flame and fmoke. Coii&aft the gloomy 
.'^l^f.intricaty pf thefe Oppreflive f^ftenls^— rthefe an- 
•j^^^..tt%ue teiT)|)Ies of fraud and valence, with the 
^^ V fimple plans of reafon, and of liature ; and learn 
'n*^v what to avoid, and what to puifue. 
'^' I" ^'^^ furtherance pf this great enquiry, dc- 
^.v fpife not the warnings, nor rejeA the aflift^tiicc 
of a friend, whole fiacerity, at^feaft, has 1h?^ r 
more thql^^jmire, tried:in?:t|i^ bakiice, and has not- ^^ 
■ :;t .;,.■. ; .'^- ■■'•.TSi.l, ,,_..;.;; been' 
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been wanting ; and who^ftill, unfubdued by per* 
fectitions, utiawed by the daggers of aflfaffins, un- 
chilled by the cold negleft of an unfocial world, 
and forgetful of his own misfortunes, and his 
ovm J>eTronal cares, incorporates himfelf with 
the public, and wjth the warm enthuiiafm of con*- 
Viftion, proceeds to advocate the caufe of man 
againft the iifurpations of eftablifhments. 

Among the vindicators of thefe abufes^ the 
moft formidable, affuredly, is Edmund Burke :— 
nay, he is the only one who, in any literary 
po}ht of view, can be regarded as formida« 
^ ble at all : for the talents of this country are, 
generally fpeaking, pure : they have not been de- 
bauched by court favour, nor rendered dependant 
by the liberal patronage of an adminiftration of 
Mecaenafes and Medici. In brilliancy of imagi- 
nation, extent of general knowlege, and richnefs 
and verfatility of talents, Mr, B. is, however, by 
himS&lf a hoft : though, at the fame time, fti^h a 
hoft as no champion of reafon, of an induSiye 
mind, and ?in euthufiallic impreffion of truth, 
ne6d be afraid to attack. Armed with thefe ad^ . 
vantages, and thef^ alone, I appear pnce more in 
the lift ; and, not confcious of iny difgrace in 

^ a former flcirmilh, proceed to clofer and mor^ de- 

cided, conflict. He has ftatcd what he calls his 

|. principles: mine (hall be ftated ftill more expli-* 

Citly . I fli^ll demonftrate "the mifeiy;: produced 

' . *'* '( by 



1 



•; 

V 



By Ms feudz^l axiititutioiiili $ ohd fliall endc^vMir to 
difplay the fodal and itioral adTaiitages» ifaeinH 
proved felicity ohd extended inttfle^, wfaicli 
would r^fiik from th/e more j&iaple ami e<|iiitabbltt 
fyftems di£tated b}r tbe Iaws> aad by .ihejrighta 
of nature. . ' . 

In tiie pamphlet, or rather pamphl^s^ I attt re^ 
plyin|r to^ Aicte are thme in^KNrtant ob)e6:s ^ 
difihiiiion. i. Thefpirit of Jacobiniiiaij. in &s$ 
country ; and ihe manner in which it ought to 
be difpofed 6f>» or extirpated. 2. The excellency 
of the old eftabiifhed fyftems of goimmmeat, as 
now adminiftered, and the folly, wickedseft# and 
profligacy of attempting to fliake them, either by 
fudden or progreflive change. 3. The juftice 
and propriety of the prefent war ; the capability 
of this country to purfue it, till what is afie£ledly 
ftyled regicide and atheifm, by eftablifliraent, {hall 
be utterly deftroyed j and the virtue, the wif- 
dom, and even the neceflity of ftaking our na- 
tional exiftence upon that iflue. . 

Of thefe, the firft only (which, though artfi;d]y 
incorporated with the reft, forms, in reality^ a 
difiin£t fubje£t) is particularly examined, in this 
ktter J to which I have given entirely a cont 
verfial form s as the nature of Mr. B's. attack* ^ 
reality, neccflitated me to do. The other two 
long to the comparifon of the refpeftive fyftems. 

I OjalU 
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I fliall, therefore, iii the following letters, proceed 
to a fort of fyftematical developement of the 
fights of nature, axid genuine olje^ of focial in* 
ftitation } and ihall, of courfe, controvert the zxi* 
onnis and declamations of the arclwihanipion of 
feudal barbarifm (which he calls polifhed {(h- 
cietf) as they fall in with the refpeftive heads : 
and ihall thus endeavour to prefent, in Uving 
i:olours,thecbntra£ledpi^resoftheofurpingefta* 
bliftiments, which court fycophants would have 
you worihip, and . thofe natural and inalienable 
rights, againft which tfaey entertain fuch inveterate 
abhorrence* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

X HERE is a clafs of Readers to whom it may^ 
perhaps, appear neceflary to apologize for fome- 
what of a different temper exhibited towards Mr. 
B. in the prefent pamphlet, from that which has 
been admitted, on all hands, to have diftinguifhed 
my Anfwer to his former Letter. But the apology 
muft be fought in the publications of my antagonift 
himfelf* If I have become more warm, it is be* 
caufe the fentiments of Mr. B. have become more 
atrocipus. His former attack was upon indivi- 
duals : this is an outrage upon human nature : 
and he who can feek excufes to palliate the 
enormous profligacy of a wretch, who would ex- 
tirpate opinions by the fword, and devote eighty 
thoufand of his fellow-citizens to judicial, or mili- 
tary maflfacre, muft be deficient in that ardent be- 
nevolence, which, while it pants for the happinefs 
of man, cannot but deteft the fanguinary ferocity 
that yelps for wholefale carnage. Some, however, 
may think, that I am not without a fenfe of per- 
fonal intereft, to ftir me, on this occafion. Per- 
haps it may be fo : But I am not, at the fame time, 
without ray confolations. If the government 
fhould aft upon the advice of Mr. B. my eyes 
will not be curfed with the fight of thofe horrors 
that muft inevitably enfue: Mine will be the 
glory, and the comparative felicity, of being one 
of the firft victims, 
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